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Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF PRISONS, 
StaTE HoussE, Boston, Jan. 1, 1879. 


To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled. 


I HAVE the honor to transmit for the Commissioners of 
Prisons their Eighth Annual Report. 


Very respectfully, 


i THOS. D. HOWARD, 


Sec’y Commissioners of Prisons. 


i. 


REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF PRISONS. 


To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled. 


SECT. 12 of chap. 870 of the year 1870 is as follows: 
“The Commissioners of Prisons shall annually prepare and 
print, for the use of the legislature, a full and complete re- 
port of their doings through the year preceding, stating fully 
and in detail all expenses incurred, and showing the actual 

4 condition of the jails and houses of correction in all the 

' counties of the State, with such suggestions and recommen- 
dations as they may deem proper.” The order above indicated 
will be followed, except that the detailed statement of ex- 
penses incurred will be deferred to the close of the report, 
in order to include the entire expenditures during the fiscal 
year. 

H. W. B. Wightman, Esq., closed his services, which be- 
gan June 2, 1874, on the 23d of November, 1877; also on 
April 10, 8. W. Bowles, M.D., having served since Sept. 29, 
1873; and, June 11, Joseph Burnett, Esq., who entered upon 
his duties Aug. 14, 1874. These gentlemen were actively 
engaged in carrying out the act for the establishment of a 


/ Reformatory Prison for Women, from the selection of the 


site to the executive proclamation of the prison, and during 
the few months following its opening. 

Thomas Parsons, Esq., of Brookline, qualified and entered 
upon his duties Jan. 25, 1878; Alex. R. Esty, Esq., of 
Framingham, June 15; and Charles O. Chapin, Esq., of 
Springfield, July 17. By the re-appointment, June 28, of 

4 Mrs. Pauline A. Durant of Wellesley, the Advisory Board is 
composed of the same ladies as at the date of our last Annual 
Report. 


DoINGS OF THE COMMISSION. 


There have been held, during the year ending Oct. 1, forty- 
three meetings of the Commissioners and Advisory Board, of 
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which records have been kept; there have also been, as occa- 
sion required, meetings of the Commissioners for special busi- 
ness. As required by the statute, the county prisons have 
been visited once or more in each six months; except those 

in Barnstable, Dukes, and Nantucket, to each of which on 

visit has been made during the year. 

Section 14 of chapter 385 of the year 1874 makes it the 
duty of the Advisory Board, or some member of it, at least 
‘twice in each month to visit the Reformatory Prison for 
Women. They are in the habit of making weekly visits of 
inspection. The Commissioners have also at frequent inter- 
vals visited the prison. The Commission have passed on such 
“applications or petitions for discharge before the expiration 
of sentence as have under the law come properly before them. 

Removals. — They have issued 140 orders for removal of 
women prisoners from houses of correction and the State 
Workhouse to the Reformatory Prison for Women. Detailed 
statements of matters relating to this prison have been reported 
to the Governor in accordance with the provision of law. 

April 24, 7 orders were issued for the removal of prisoners 
from the house of correction at NOT Ee to that at 
Greenfield. 

There were remaining of the terms of sentence: of 1 pris- 
oner, 138 months; of 2, 11 months each; of 1, 8 months; and 
of 3, 5 months each. ‘These orders were issued on the 
request of the county commissioners of Franklin. The 
prisoners had been sentenced by the Superior Court sitting 
at Greenfield, at various times, to the house of correction at 
Northampton, there being no provision for their industrial 
employment at Greenfield. More recently, arrangements 
having been made for the purpose, and the prisoners in con- 
finement being actually employed, it was desired that all’ 
the prisoners belonging to the county should be provided 
for within its limits. 

May 14, from Plymouth to the Dedham house of cor- 
rection, 7. Remainder of terms of sentence: of 1, 2 years 
and 1 month; of 2, 1 year and 11 months each; of 1,1 year 
and 9 months; of 1, 1 year; of 1, 9 months; and of 1,7 
months. ‘These removals were also made by request, being, 
in both cases, deemed advisable by the Commission. The 
prison was at frequent intervals, and especially at that time, 


? 
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crowded beyond its cell capacity. There were also held for 
trial in the, jail important prisoners, against whose attempts 
to escape unusual precautions were found necessary. On 
these grounds it was thought best to take this means to 
relieve the prison. 


CouNTY PRISONS. 


There are, under separate management, 6 jails, — those at 
Taunton, Edgartown, Newburyport, Salem, Lowell, and Bos- 
, ton; and 2 houses of correction, viz., at Ipswich and Boston. 
There are also 12 “ jails and houses of correction,” one officer 
being in each case keeper of the jail, and master of the house 

of correction ; in all, 32 institutions, in 21 localities. ! 


PRISON PROPERTY. 


The amount and value of county property used for prison 
purposes, including the houses of keepers and masters, was, 
in answer to our request, kindly furnished by the assessors 
of the various cities and towns in which it is located, in the 
summer and autumn of 1876. Subsequent changes and addi- 
tions are as follows : — 

Barnstable.— The building of which the valuation is 
given in the table, has been taken down during the year, and 
the materials are to be utilized in a prison now in process of 
erection. The site is changed: the new building will stand 
at right angles with, and sixty feet to the rear of, the court- 
house. It will be completed about the Ist of January. The 
details of dimensions, cost, &c., will be presented under the 
head of Barnstable. 

Pittsfield. — A convenient workshop has been built during 
the year, and the wing formerly used for this purpose is to 
be utilized for prison purposes. 


[From Hon. Justin Dewey, Chairman Co. Commissioners. | 


Oct. 28.—The contract price for the new workshop at 
the House of Correction was $6,250. ‘There were some extra 
charges. This covered a fifteen-horse-power engine, with 
main line of shafting, belts, &c. We thought it best to have 
the power belong to the county. The building is 38 x 98 
feet; two stories, besides a basement under about one-half, 
where the engine, boiler, coal-bin, &c., are located. The 
height of the first story is 10 feet, and of the second 10 
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feet and 11 inches, each in the clear, with the added spaces 
between 10-inch girders. There is an elevator, which runs 
by steam. We have gas and the public water in the build- 
ing. ‘The contractors are very much pleased with it. We 
have given directions to have a sufficient supply of bath-tubs 
set in what was the old workhouse; also, some wooden cells 
to be made of heavy oak plank, double, for the women, so 
that their prison can be used for males. In this way we shall 
get very ample accommodations. These last changes are not 
yet carried out; but it is intended to have them completed 
by the 1st of January. 

New Bedford.—In the year 1877 there was expended 
for building four solitary cells, $1,057.05. 

Greenfield. — About $1,700 has been expended during 
the past year on the prison, house, and out-buildings; $1,100 
being for concreting the cellar, for iron doors and frames, and 
for other means of increasing the security of the prison, and 
in preparation for receiving the larger number of prisoners 
now confined and employed in the House of Correction. 

Northampton.—In 1876 a convenient and well-finished 
workshop of two stories was built, with a covered way from 
the central building of the prison. ‘The bills amount to 
$3,735.83; which does not include the work done by the 
prisoners, amounting to between $200 and $300” CH. A. 
LONGLEY, Esq., Sheriff, Nov. 18). 

Additional expenditures on buildings in 1877 are thus 
described: “A storehouse has been built, new stoves pur- 
chased, and additional ironwork done on four cells; the 
whole involving an expense of $1,000.” 

Boston Jail.— An extension of basement and cellar of 
this prison, containing entry, boiler-room, kitchen, and store- 
room, has been recently completed. This removes the boiler 
and kitchen from the central building. In connection with 
this, and made possible by it, changes have been made in the 
prison proper, to the great advantage of classification of the 
inmates. \/fhe north wing for women, and the south wing 

% for youths, debtors, and witnesses, are now completely sepa- 
rated from one another, and from the east, or criminal wing, 
formen. Other advantages are gained, and room secured for 
proper prison purposes. The extension is 35x 24 feet, and 
the height of the boiler-room 17, and of the kitchen 14% feet. 

2 
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[From JoHn M. Cuark, Esq., Sheriff. ] 

Nov. 16.—A new building, to be used for the steam- 
heating boilers and for a kitchen of brick and stone, has 
been erected on an extension from the angle of north and 
east wings of the jail, removing the cooking wholly from 
the main building. 


That part of the room formerly occupied for kitchen ( 
purposes has been taken into the jail proper, — greatly im- | 
proving the jail for safety and for the better observation of 4 


the rooms, as well as for the maintenance of good order ing 
the proper care of all the prisoners. 

The expense was paid by a special Seropeetae by the 
city of Boston, of the sum of $10,000. 


( NUMBER AND CLASSIFICATION OF PRISONERS. 


«--~ There have been during the year 7,473 commitments to 
the jails; 240 of them being on removal from other jails. 
Of the removals, 169 were between jails in Essex County, 
prisoners held for trial being conveyed for arraignment before 
the court. Of all the commitments, 3,377, more than half, 
were to the Boston Jail. 

The total of commitments in jails, it is evident, cannot rep- 
resent an equal number of persons. The same person may be 
--- committed twice or more during the year, and is in every 

case when removed for trial. The proportion between actual 

commitments and the number of persons committed, found 
by means of a complete index of the prisoners for a year, 
prepared in the office of the Secretary of the Board of 

State Charities, was as 100 to 86,4. (Report for 1873-74, 

p. 220.) 

The number of commitments to houses of correction has 
__been 7,711; of which 82 were on removal from other houses 
_of correction. The proportion of commitments to persons, 

according to the authority cited above, was as 100 to 81,5. 

This still larger shrinkage than that on jail commitments 

is to be accounted for mainly by the frequent re-appearance 

of the same names on the returns. One person is frequently 

committed for non-payment of fine and costs, or to serve a 

short sentence. On one house of correction return received 

during the year, there stand under the head of **‘ Number of 
~ Former Commitments,” 11 against one name, and 12, 13, and 
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17 respectively, against three others. Several of the mitti- 
muses under which such prisoners are held would, of course, 
be likely to be filed in a single year. ‘There is also a less 
number of prisoners who are sentenced each to two or more 
houses of correction in the same or different counties during 
the year. In inferences based on the statistics in the tables 
presented, which are based on actual commitments, the pro- 
portion above stated should be borne in mind, the persons 
being a little more than eight-tenths of the totals. 
There were remaining Sept. 30: — } 


In jails, men . : : : ; : : = 618 
women ; : é ‘ E “ @ 79 

— 597 
In houses of correction, men . : : : aa ey to" 
women : ‘ ; Pe aia 

—— 1,942 

Total . : ; . 2,589 


Number of men in jails and ieee of raterus 9 ,200 ; of women, 234. 


Table No. 2 contains the number of persons in confine- 
ment at the beginning and at the end of the year, and 
at three intervening dates. It will be seen, that, of the 
houses of correction, the largest footing is that for Jan. 1. 
It is to be observed, however, that, as a rule, the average, 
for the month of December is larger than that for January,’ 
the numbers beginning to fall off at about the close of the 
year. The houses of correction at Ipswich, Springfield, 
South Boston, and Fitchburg, are exceptions. ‘The prison at 
Springfield is also exceptional in showing, by the returns for 
the last eight weeks of the year ending Oct. 1, an average of 
over fifty above its average for the year. 

~The average number of prisoners in jails and houses of 

A_ correction during the year has been: in jails, 541.57; in 
houses of correction, 1,954.8: total, 2,496.37. This is 30.38 
larger than that for 1877, which was 32.44 more than that 
for 1876. | 

The question recurs, of the cause of this steady increase. 
Not to touch upon general reasons, we would suggest as one 
probable cause the alteration made in 1877 in the Genera? , 
Statutes, chap. 174, sect. 17, changing the minimum sen- 
tence to the State Prison from “ one year ” to “three years.” 
The increase in the above-named total is entirely in th- 
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houses of correction, the average of the jails being 20.61, 3;4>- 
per cent less than in the previous year, while there is an in- 
crease of 50.99, 2.5, per cent, in the houses of correction. It | 
may be supposed, though we have no data on which to base 

a statement, that some who would have in former years been 
sentenced to the State Prison have been for long terms (0 
years is the legal limit for a single sentence) sent to the 
houses of correction. 

There was noticed in our last report the decrease of ability 
for three years on the part of prisoners and their friends to 
pay fines. and costs, as manifested by the constantly increas- 

~ ing number held for non-payment. The smallest number 
released by payment was in the year 1877, in which, of 6,478 
committed, only 1,689, less than 26 per cent, paid. The 
amount paid was $32,980.87. The amount paid during the 
year 1878 is, as appears on Table No. 2, somewhat larger, 
being $33,685.97. The decrease, however, of the number of 
persons released by payment, still continues. Of the 6,645 
committed for non-payment,of fines and costs, only 1,447, 
21.8, per cent, paid the same*“It would seem that more large 
fines and fewer small ones have been paid. 

On the Ist of July, 1877, by an act of the previous win- » 
ter (chap. 147), the power to discharge prisoners committed — 
to houses of correction for certain offences was, with all their 
other authority and duties, transferred from overseers to 
county commissioners. We are informed by officers of pris- 
ons, that a considerable number who in former times would 
have been discharged before the expiration of the terms of 
their sentences are now retained to the end of the terms. It 
is somewhat encouraging to note, that, while the average for 
the year has increased, the number remaining at the close is 
less by 50 than that on the 1st of October, 1877. 

The only column in the table which it remains to notice is , 

hat of “ Number of Volumes in Prison Library.” The foot- 
ing is 4,897, not quite two books apiece for the prisoners; | ° 
and, if the large (1,384 volumes) and excellently IRs <i 
library of the Boston House of Correction be taken out, there 
is only a book and a half for each of the other prisoners. 
There is this, however, to be said in favorable explanation of 
the small number returned: the officers of several prisons, 
realizing the poverty, and unsuitableness for their purpose, of 
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many volumes or parts of volumes which had previously been 
turned in, have removed much antiquated rubbish from the 
shelves. It is to be hoped that the county authorities will 
see that they are refilled with interesting and attractive 
cers and that reading, a most important and beneficial 
agency, be encouraged. 
It is gratifying to record in this connection ane kind 
, thoughtfulness which has taken the form of sending in inter- 
7~ esting reading-matter. At Pittsfield, the ladies in charge of 
the House of Mercy (hospital) have passed to the prison 126 | 
magazines, including ten full volumes of “ The Galaxy ” and 4 
J_ two of “The Atlantic Monthly,” a gift most highly appreci- 
‘ated by officers and inmates. Special mention should be 
made of the contribution of the Unitarian Sunday school and 
society of Northampton, of books and magazines to the prison 
of Hampshire County. Prisoners receive from their friends 
, newspapers and other periodicals, which, after passing exam- 
“ination at the office, are delivered to those to whom they are 
addressed." Supplies of this kind, however; should be re- 
garded only as supplementary to libraries carefully selected 
with a view to the wants of those for whorf they are de- 
signed, and which, we again express the hope, will be fur- 
nished in all the prisons.¥ 


CLASSIFICATION OF PRISONERS. 


Classification by Birthplace and Nationality. — Under chap. 
120 of the Acts of 1877, such returns are directed to be 
made as may be required from time to time by the Commis- 
sioners of Prisons. After consultation at the office of the 
Secretary of the Board of State Charities, the following 
changes have been made in the questions which were pre- 

, viously fixed by statute : — 
ot The questions, “ Parents both temperate?” and, “ Parents 
\ both or either convicts?” were discontinued; the reluctance, 
perhaps creditable, to criminate parents, appearing to be 
almost universal. .The answer to the first question is ‘‘ yes,” 
and to the second, “no,” through whole columns. Of course, 
as a basis for statistics, these replies were of little value. The 
question, “ Ever in army or navy?” was also stricken out, as 
the ages of the great majority of the prisoners at the present 
time preclude the possibility of their having served in the 


17 


PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 36. 


1879.] 


‘SST’ ‘esvjueoteg "E0g ‘oSvquored pue yyI1q UvoLIEUTY Jo [vO], 


910°| 00° | 900° | TIO’ | 800° | 800° | G00" | #10" | G10" | 960°}  - pe SE i cae a a ed 
UiieeGts |ssond Cre O29 1 SG F195 |99 -|-9SPystPEy f “2 So 2 | eed os re TN § 
is mms A goad FRCS i wd bee. ices $9 | Ghd al a iE Ee WOTIOIIO FO OSNOF 10489010 AA 
Hee eee So <) G1 Pot Be) ore Ge | Zee So re TOS tegen en ae ok ae WOTeLION FO osnoF] HMQyo4yL 
De ee Ue Ge as Foe rh eee | OL el OF 7) PL9 " Te uep};* * * *  * WoHoeIIOD Jo esnoyy Uoysog 
ee eerie sb et wep ole | pee: Ht “TY, ps A 0 be pe eae are te UoTeLI0g Fo osnoyy ynourdATT 
Cee Geer Seria MPG. be fe LT ee eens The " G@ ‘uwp i; s * * + .* WoHse1109 Jo esnoy weyped 
Ceca Go kom oe hes BMS 1 OLA s08 P68 " ep uee | s**t MOI}DaII0Q FO esnoy espraqureD 
~ T = eA ie T = T [ eT 69 mee he OO net ; ; * UOljeII0N JO osnopy uoydiuvyy10 Ny 
PG eae Obes te OE MP) Bee | EY SO, | STO " Te urp;s * *  *  Goset10g Jo esnoF preysuridg 
9 ~ T = HA bo g CT QT Ir | 819 ete ete. aw : ; : * UOTJOIIIOT) JO OSNOF]T VOUTIMV'T 
piaet eet thee en pie ie Sod O8 21 COT " g dy j* * * + + WoryaerT0Q Fo esnoF] YOrMsdy 
Pee Se ISP eer) yd St Ge tLe Se 1p 2819) egg " 4 ‘ueP}s  *  *% + ~TOPSeLI0N Jo esNoH] p1oypog MON 
T = xem Se ~ co _ = T g i Na ae oe OA oie ; . : UOIJOIIIOD JO ssnoyFy o[qvysureg 
~ 8 2, eS DM 2 2 H 3 ct = 2 jaa = cy ° = 2 ms 9 
esl|EeBlEea|Se|ZR/e8/ 2 |BS| 8 | FE] EE 5S 
A a = aly oa ‘od else 5 % =y o 2 S to 
ods Gate ie @ als ro) 2 E Bes) 2 Sa ey 
Pree ieee Peek e 1s | bee By ee g 
Pee ieegeeeticaed sae) Shel set SB oe : 
5 


‘“HOVINGAVG AAXIP[ YO NVOIMANY ANV HLUIg NVOIMANY AO 


“hyynuoywnN pun aonjpdyiug 02 buypsooon uoynoyissnj9 —*g ‘ON a1aV], 


[ Jan.. 


eT" ‘oseyuooleg °19¢'g ‘asvyuored pue YyAIq USTEIOJ Jo [vO], 


= ,900° | TOO’ | 600° | €00° | €c0° | 610° | os" 860° | 100° | 800° = ; : ; ‘ ‘ sasejUsdleg 
= 86 9 Iv éT GOT 6S | PSG'T 961 68 96 PEP DP ; ‘ : / , ‘ * TeqOL, 
= € T g T 9 LY LOS 6 v L GPL : ° WOTPOLIO|) JO OSNOF{ 10489010 MA 
¢ I g 7 I 6 sr | Lg f - |Z | * * + WoNoetiog Jo esnoy Smaqyoty 
ep L T L g 6 96 FOT 9T OT § PLO 4 ; ° — WOTPIOIIOT) JO osnoy uopsog 
fan es - 2 = = ‘ Iz a = T TL ; , * U0l}0aL109 Jo osnoyxy yynourAT 
= es < z Z T 6 96 T it T 1¥Z . *  MOIJIIIOD FO osnoFT weypaq 
Ae T I I L BCs eat Go p | F6g |* + — WoRdestog jo esnoy ospraquey 
L x < e e T 9% } = a 69 : * NOTJooIIOD. FO asnoyy uojzdureyyoN 
DN  F = Ras ores ied bay Tail fsCcg N - |@I9 |° * WoRvertog Jo esnoyy preysutidg 
E t fe 8 Shrejtoo saice 1 Fi ke OT | 29 =|). memneason soma poseeend 
= s . I _ T 9 FG. 6 a T ZOL : - + WOTyOaIIOG, Fo osnoyy yormsdy 
= 9 = i {! 6 SIT | O6T ST v 6 €9¢ - *  WOTPOIIO|D -JO Osho] Ploypod Mon 
oS ~ 1 = -~ ~ “ < ~ e ‘ , WOTJILIOLY) JO VSNOFT o[qvysuireq 
oO 

ZB 3 5 5 3 3 Ratteselc ae 5 a 
a 8 a B 4 6 e e Fle Ee a Bs ee g 
™ oa Neh es Sys ag ee re a ee : 

E 


‘TOVINIUVY AGNV HLYIG NOIGZAOT AO 


‘ponulyu0g — Ayynuowvyr puv aonjdypug 07 burpsooon uornoyissnjg —*g ‘ON @TAV, 


18 


sal OOT’ Ft * : POIssVvlo SJUSTYIUAUIOD JO IequUINN T8a° 4 LIGT = : eszyuored USIIIOJ PUB YYIIG UedTIOULY JO 
ee 4 —— om em L9G os : : osejuored pure 4a1q USTO10} O 

$00" LT - : ; z X : ; ; * uMmouxyal() | gt ‘oSuy 9010 g £08 °* ; : : ; odU}UIE 
60° ‘oBuquaor10g 06 i 7 % : : r ° pes1olog pexiut Io uBvolleuly pue ‘YWIq UvolIoUYy JO 


"Iggy ‘esequeoleg = “LPe‘T ‘esequored usto10F pue YYIIq UvoIoWW FO [eJOT, 


ay 00° G0’ c00° 10° Fc0° ¢cg0° cl’ 60° = ; ; : : ‘ : " sosvzUo01eg 
co 
5 ZL 06 IT +P COT GcT ce¢ 268. | #VUF), Aire. oS eres, 
< ii 6 = 6 ST 9g POL 9 Ch : : - * — WOTJDITIOD JO VSNOFT 104890.10 AA 
| T G = g sal v 96 &G G&G ¥ 1 3 * — WOTJO9ILOD JO osNOFT S.MqyojzLy] 
4 ~ LY G 6 OG GL be aH A $19 p ‘ : " * UOTJIVLIOD JO osnoF]T uoysog 
Fad or ~ G = I = 6I TL : : : * u0lye1I0Q JO esnoyy yYnourdTg 
ea] 7) G “F G G 8 8G EL IG ; | : : UOTIOILIOD) JO OSNOF]T WIeypoqy 
= T G g 8 G L G9 G& v6E F ; : * UOTpIIIOQ JO VsNOPFT ovopLiquieg 
ae) a x a = T “4 9 G 69 : ; : UOTPeLIOD, Jo osnoFyT uozduvyyzAON 
© 8 0G T ry ol 96 LG Gd 619 ; : : * UO0IZ0ILIOQ JO Vsnoy] pyeycuradg 
© G | te 57 61 ee OOT eg 819 : ; : "  — UOTJDVIIOD JO OSNOFT OUIMV'T 
CQ i ms a T - e 1G 7 ZOL : ; , : UOTpeIION JO vsnoyY, yormsdy 
> T v i! 8 ck FG GL ol 69S : : ; UOTPIOIION JO VSHOFT Plofpogq MeN 
ta cs e - = oe = - - g . , - * UWOljeIIOD Fo osnoy] s[quysuieg 
KH 
= 7 wo ee w w ee 7 
£8 gi oe ae Flee z 
“NMONMN() “dawot toy “HOVINGUVG NOIGHOT GNV HLIYIG NVOINAINY JO vt 


1879.] 


‘pepnpuog — AyyouoynN pun aonjdyzug 07 burp.ooon worvoryrissnjy —*g ‘ON AIAVY, 


20 PRISON COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. [ Jan. 


- war of the Rebellion, to which the query originally had refer- 
ence. The only other change relates to the classification 
about to be presented. | 

The question following “ Birthplace? ” viz., “‘ Parents both 

_/, American?” which was answered by “yes” or “no,” was 
replaced by “Birthplace of father?” and “Birthplace of 
mother ?’’ each to be answered by the name of the place. It 
may here be stated, that the answers appear to be almost uni- 
versally given in good faith, and correct; there being only 
occasionally a general one, as “ Europe.” The data furnished 
in these columns enable us to enumerate an element formerly 
small, but now considerable, viz., those of American birth and 
foreign parentage. We have selected, for classification, the 
houses of correction. That at Pittsfield is not included, the 
space in these columns being vacant to Oct. 1, though since 
that time they are filled; nor that at Greenfield, for the same 
reason; nor is space given to the one prisoner at Nantucket, 
who was born on that island. 

The new schedule blanks were not in use at the beginning 
of the year. The date of commencement is given in the table 
against each prison; also, the number of commitments ac- 
counted for. There is appended to the table the percentages 
of the numbers in the various subdivisions. It is hoped that 
the facts stated will be found interesting. That so considera- 
ble a proportion of the prisoners should be children of foreign- 

“born parents, themselves natives of this country, may well be 
a subject of apprehension. It may be incident to the new 
freedom from the restraint which has previously surrounded 
them ; but the evil, from whatsoever cause or causes arising, 

_ should be overcome by all the good influences which our 
~ institutions and the efforts of Christian people can bring to 
bear. 


“® PRISONERS HELD FOR DRUNKENNESS AND NoN-PAYMENT. 


We do not present a classification in detail of the entries 

in the prison-returns under the head of “ Why committed.” 
4. There is, however, one cause of detention which covers so 
large a number of cases, that we present below numbers and 
percentages, which may help to show their proportion to the 
whole number. The statement includes the principal houses 

of correction; and there is given the number of commitments 
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taken into account, the number “found guilty of drunken- 
ness, and held for non-payment of fines and costs,” with the 
relation borne by the second to the first number. The per- 
centages are correct for the time covered in the respective 
prisons, and are probably closely approximate for the entire 
year. The enumeration of commitments commences with 
the beginning of the prison year, and continues in the order 
of time. 


Worcester. —Number of commitments taken into account . Je QO2 
‘¢ found guilty of drunkenness, and held, etc. 604 
Percentage ; - oe Oe 
New Bedford. —Number of Preniients faven into Deeoane PAINE (3 

‘© found guilty of drunkenness, and held, 
etc. * : : : : . . 481 
Percentage : . os VELGE 
Springfield. — Number of earners jaket se neeatiak : Be es Ms 
a found guilty of drunkenness, andheld, etc. 508 
Percentage : : , pre GS 
Plymouth. — Number of eG ee fever aio oe : : 75 
found guilty of drunkenness, and held, etc. 35 
Percentage : , . AT 
Northampton. — Number of attr at ee bs fier inte jee : 64 
os found guilty of drunkenness, and held, 

GLC. 5. . . 4 : ; : 28 
Percentage : ° ~ 44 
Pittsfield. — Number of perieranta ture rd qeetint , 238 
‘¢ found guilty of drunkenness, and held, ste 100 
Percentage : : : . $42 
Lawrence. — Number of painters taken into aes ; 1 458 
‘¢. found guilty of drunkenness, and held, ete. 284 
Percentage d : » old 
Dedham. — Number of Rontaitients ee into secon : - 289 
s¢ =~ found guilty of drunkenness, and held, ete. 105 
Percentage : 3 : She lg 
Fitchburg. — Number of paiiiren fren into aodoutel ; 329 
AS found guilty of drunkenness, and held, aie 103 
Percentage : ‘ : Arce sot 
Ipswich. — Number of eerrainents taken ait acon A Jan OOT, 
‘¢ found guilty of drunkenness, and held, etc. . 126 
Percentage ‘ , : a oe 
Boston. — Number of Siar aisteere RS initg adeounae - . 1,047 
‘¢ found guilty of drunkenness, and held, etc. . 193 
Percentage : : ‘ : : ee. s, LOd 


The small proportion of those sentenced and held as above 
in the Boston House of Correction, and the relatively large 
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number who have been found guilty of more serious offences, 
makes a further classification important. 


OFFENCES. — Boston HovusE oF CORRECTION. 
Of the 1,047 actual commitments, 193, only 18% per cent, 


_ were held for non-payment as above, while 441, 42 per cent, 


had been found guilty of larceny;* 156, 15 per cent, of 
assault and battery; } of breaking and entering, 57, 54 per 


cent; of assault, 26, 23 per cent; not classified, 164, 16 per 


cent. This last includes obtaining money, cheating, and ob- 
taining property “by false pretences,” forgery, receiving and 
unlawfully receiving stolen property and stolen goods, rob- 
bery, and embezzlement. 

As is evident from the character of the offences above 
enumerated, the average length of sentences to the Boston 
House of Correction surpasses that of any other. Pittsfield 
would seem to stand second in this regard, the average length 
of the sentences of those serving terms being, last August, so 
we were informed at the prison, between eighteen and nine- 
teen months. 


OcCUPATION OR TRADE. 


We have no data for showing the trade, occupation, or 


, calling of the prisoners at large. In view, however, of the 


interest which attaches to the subject, we have secured from 
two of the prisons those of the prisoners who were confined 
on a single day. The lists were kindly furnished by Mr. 
Bradley, first officer of the Boston Jail, and Mr. Prouty, 


shop-officer of the Worcester House of Correction. The 


statements which they received cannot be fully relied on, it 
appearing that some claim to have trades which they have 
not learned. One who called herself a mantua-maker was 
found to make poor work of a pillow-case. 

Boston Jail, Aug. 5.— Agents, 2; blacksmith, 1; bar- 
tender, 1; barber, 1; book-keeper, 1; carpenters, 4; com- 
positor, 1; coppersmith, 1; clerks, 4; coachman, 1; cooks, 
2; druggist, 1; engineer, 1; electro-plater, 1; fireman, 1; 


* This includes larceny “in a shop,’”’ ‘‘from the person,” ‘in a building,” 
‘in a vessel,” and “larceny of property annexed to realty.” 
t This includes assault and battery ‘“ with a club,” “‘ with a knife,’’ ‘‘ with 


a razor,” “ with a dangerous weapon,”’ etc. 
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fishermen, 2; farmer, 1; gilder,1; gardener, 1; grocer, 1; 
groom, 1; glazier, 1; hotel-keeper, 1; harness-maker, 1; host- 
lers, 3; insurance-agent, 1; iron-worker, 1; journalist, 1; 
jeweller, 1; laborers, 45; merchant, 1; manufacturer, 1; 
morocco-dresser, 1; masons, 4; minors, 11; moulder, 1; ma- 
chinists, 2; none, 1; porter, 1; paper-hanger, 1; printer, 1; 
peddlers, 2; photographer, 1; paver, 1; polishers, 3; paint- 
ers, 6; spinner, 1; speculator, 1; shoemakers, 8; saloon- 
keepers, 3; stone-cutter, 1; servants, 2; seamen, 8; team- 
sters, 11; tailors, 2; upholsterer, 1; whitener, 1; waiter, 
1; watchman, 1,—159 men. Book-binder, 1; dressmakers, 
4; laundress, 1; seamstress, 1; servants, 10; tailoress, 1; 
no previous occupation, 2, 20 women. 

— Menin Worcester Jail and House of Correction, Nov. T. — 
Bootmakers, 33; laborers, 33; shoemakers, 13; farmers, 10; 
moulders, 8; chairmakers, 8; spinners, 6; painters, 5; black-: 
smiths, 4; teamsters, 4; clerks, 4; moulders, 3; hostlers, 3; 
carpenters, printers, brushmakers, shoe-clicks, machinists, 
brakemen, junk-dealers, barbers, peddlers, loafers, 2 each; 
stoker, compounder, boot-treer, tinker, plumber, tinsmith, 
currier, tailor, wool-assorter, stove-polisher, student, carver, 
sailor, cigar-maker, acrobat, waiter, stone-mason, news-agent, 
slater, bill-poster, razor-sharpener, and cook, 1 each,—176. 

Under the head of laborers in the above lists are placed 

< those who, haying no trade, have been employed in unskilled 

labor. There are also in the houses of correction many who 

know nothing but mule-spinning or some other part of factory- 

labor, and are inapt at any work which can be furnished for 
them. This is especially the case at New Bedford. 


_EXPENSES, ETC., IN Gross.— TABLE No. 4. 


The classification of the expenditures of which the totals 
for each prison are here given will be found in a subsequent 
table. Although the number of prisoners supported by the 

_Zf counties has increased, the expenditures are less than those 
| of the previous year in each of the prisons except those at 

- Barnstable, Greenfield, Nantucket, and the Boston House of 
Correction. Those at Fitchburg are 24.6 per cent less than 

in 1877, at New Bedford 18.9, Lawrence 15.5, Worcester 
11.5, and Cambridge 8.6 less. The percentage of the total 
decrease is 4.9 per cent. It will be perceived, that, while the 
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heading of the second column in the table for 1877 is “ Re- 
ceipts from Labor,” that in this table reads ‘“‘ Receipts from 
Labor and from other Sources.” The items covered by the 
added words were formerly placed in another part of the re- 
port ; but on a reminder from the Committee on Prisons of the 
last legislature, there were called for, under a separate head- 
ing, cash receipts for board of prisoners and all other sources 
except the payment of fines and costs. 

The net expense of each prison as divided among the aver- 
age number of prisoners is presented in Table No. 5. 


EXPENDITURES IN DETAIL, ETC. 


The figures in these columns are those received in the an- 
nual returns concerning the expenditures for the several pris- 
ons, under the respective headings. ‘The total of the amounts 
paid for salaries in all the prisons is larger by $3,279.86, 3.2 
per cent, than that of those for the previous year.* ‘The to- 

tals in other departments of expenditure are less, as follows: 
provisions, $12,923.47, 9.7 per cent (Dedham, where the pur- 
chases are practically for cash, .253 per cent) ; clothing, $1,- 
433.95, 7.5 percent; fuel and light, $9,334.77, 22.7 per cent. 
The expenditure for reading-matter as rendered in the returns 
is not financially important; it has increased from $298.85 in 
| 1877 to $530.85 in 1878. The same may be said of that for 
the instruction of prisoners (in the purchase of school-books, 
a school lesson papers, hymn-books for chapel, &e.), 
| which was $672.25 in 1877, and $245.53 in 1878/¥'It is to be 
regretted that expenditures looking to the intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual quickening of the prisoners should be so small 
relatively to those for material supplies. The allowance to 
discharged prisoners (principally expended in sending them 
o their homes) was $1,299.75 in 1877, and $1,632.23 in 1878. 
| The total of amounts expended for “all other purposes,” of 
which the details rendered will appear on a subsequent page, 
is larger by $3,167.78 than in the previous year. 

Receipts from Labor.— The following prisons have lost 
in the two years under comparison: New Bedford (where 
the workshops have been closed during part of the year, 

* This may or may not indicate an increase of salaries, the comparison be- 


ing between the amount actually paid during the respective years, and not 
between the salaries as fixed. See under Boston House of Correction. 
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introducing machinery fora change of industry) returning 
$592.99 against $3,819.77 ; Northampton, $250 against $275 ; 
Cambridge, $21,000 against $26,000; Dedham, $1,205.12 
against $1,750; and Plymouth, $441.16 against $499.20. 
The following have gained: Pittsfield slightly, $25.57; 
Lawrence, $228.71; Ipswich has more than doubled, the re- 
ceipts in 1877 being $1,082.71; Greenfield returns $460, hav- 
ing previously no productive industry; Springfield, $1,771.63 
against $1,043.41; Boston House of Correction, $34,785.76 
against $27,177.85; Fitchburg, $2,312.60 against $1,429, 
which last was for the eight months after the completion of 
the workshop; and Worcester, $3,730.84 against $3,270.31. 

The total of all receipts for labor is $78,014.46, which 
amount must be used as offset to the total expenses in insti- 
tuting a comparison with the results presented in our last 
annual report. This is less by $1,976.87 than the sum of 
the earnings of 1877; but the excess of expenditures over 
cash received for labor is $258,372.04 against $274,965.54 last 
year, being less by $16,593.50. 

The cash result of the prisoners’ labor is small. With 
1,954.8 in the houses of correction through the year, only 
$78,014.28 was earned, — $39.91 for each prisoner, or 13 
~ cents for each of 800 working-days.* We are aware, through 
conference and correspondence with county officers, of their 
anxiety to enforce the sentences of the courts, and to furnish 
employment to all who are sentenced to labor; and, in all 
except the smaller houses of correction, workshops are in full 
operation. But the question naturally arises, whether more 
valuable returns may not be secured. ‘That under certain 
circumstances and conditions prisoners may, even in the 
present depressed condition of business, be self-supporting, is 
proven by the fact.,~Hon. Louis D. Pilsbury, superintendent 
of the State prisons of New York, in his report to the legis- 
lature, dated Dec. 31, 1877, says, under the head of Sing 


* It should be stated, that male prisoners held in jails which are connected 
with houses of correction are generally permitted, unless there are special 
reasons why they should be kept in their cells, to go into the workshops, and 
almost always avail themselves of the privilege. But, on the other hand, 


| women sentenced to labor in houses of correction, who are included in the av- 
| erage, are not, except at Springtield and Cambridge, employed in work for 


which money is received, so that the above is practically a fair presentation 
of the facts. 
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Sing, “I am very happy at being able to state, that, at the 
.,time of writing this report, Sing Sing prison is more than 
self-supporting.” And a slip forwarded in answer to our re- 
quest for information contains a tabular statement showing 
the results of the system of state superintendency during 
the nineteen months since its inauguration; the last seven of 
1877 and the whole of 1878. From this it appears that the 
earnings for the nineteen months are $579,945.40, against 
$328,204.34 for the preceding seventeen months. And in an 
accompanying letter Mr. Pilsbury sayssal have reason to 
hope that the report of 1880 will show the prisons of New 
York not only self-supporting, but a source of revenue to 
the State.” 

The labor of the county prisons, in which the large 
majority serve only short terms, is not, of course, of equal 
value with that of the penitentiaries, in the shops of which 
many become skilled workmen; but it is certainly worthy of 
systematic effort, and the most careful business management, 
with a view to its profitable employment. 

\yWe would suggest also the importance of selecting, so far 

as ‘is practicable, trades or industries by which, after their 
discharge, the men may be enabled to earn a livelihood.{ We 
have been informed, by prison officers who spoke from person- 
al knowledge, of men who for long periods gained profitable 
employment in trades learned in prison. And, after the re- 
cent introduction of harness-making into the Northampton 
House of Correction, inquiry was soon made by those who 
showed the most aptness for the work, if any were hired in 
the particular branch in which they were taught, —as in 
stitching; and, on being assured, that this was the case, 
showed fresh interest in the work.4*Such an outlook into the 
future gives hope of return to a/better course of life; and 
the like ambition should be promoted and encouraged in our 
houses of correction. 
“Dr. Wines, in his address at the prison conference at New- 
port, says, ‘“ Unless prisoners acquire during their confine- 
ment both the will and the power to earn honest bread, — 
which can only be done by imparting to them the love and 
the habit of industry, —the chances are that many of them 
will return to crime after their release. Y But this is a propo- 
sition which will be admitted by all, denied by none.” 
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DETAILS RETURNED OF ‘‘ SUM EXPENDED FOR ALL OTHER PuR- 


POSES.’ 

Pittsfield. — Furniture and repairs ‘ 4 : 4 . $1,348 50 
Miscellaneous expenses. ; 553 38 

Greenfield. — Se hag under the head of Pri ison prance! 

p 

Spr ingfield. — For boarding officers of the prison. : ‘ 1,000 00 
Expended for furniture and utensils. : 142 35 
repairs including new fence 
around county grounds ot Se ae 
other purposes . : ‘ : 260 17 
Northampton. — For board of officer through the year . , 209 00 
water supply : : 7 ; : 60 00 
Cambridge. — For board of officers . ‘ : ‘ 5 1,847 11 


Details —including soap, $265.32; hay $71.81; under- 
takers’ bills, $43.50 — are rendered, nearly covering the 
balance. 


Boston House of Correction. — Labor and contract account . $9,424 83 
Repairs and alterations . ; 7,781 98 

Water-rates . ; é : 3,046 87 

Agricultural department “ 1,825 60 

Soap, and soap stock . : 623 31 

Furniture and utensils . ; 506 08 

Printing and stationery . : 311 91 

Miscellaneous » ; : 1,333 45 

$24,803 98 


EsTIMATED AMOUNT SAVED TO THE PRISON By LABOR ABOUT THE 
BuILDINGS oR LANDS. 


Barnstable. — it T in é : : , p . . $112 50 
New Bedford. — Value of labor not paid in cash, which pro- 
duced valuable results . e 2,012 99 
Estimated value of labor not actually rote 
itable, but valuable to the prison . 2,854 00 
Taunton. —- Labor performed by prisoners about the jail and 
buildings 3 : ; : é ‘ : 175 00 
Lawrence. —‘‘ Exclusive of the ordinary work, such as 


cooking, choring, washing, whitewashing, 
painting, making clothing, being work in 
garden, &c.’?  °.. se i ‘ : : 500 00 


350 00 
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Springfield. — By prisoners employed about the hall, kitchen, 
boiler-room, buildings, ground, and fence . $800 00 
Northampton. — . : ; : - : : ary ee 425 00 


2 
‘6 AMOUNTS RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES,’’ DETAILS RENDERED. 


New Bedford. — From board of prisoners . ; : . $1,124 39 

Sale of offal : : , : : 7 219 14 

Miscellaneous articles 4 : 3 : 139 95 

Taunton. — From sale of pork . : es ‘ 85 12 

For board of United States prisoners : : 46 75 

poor debtors : : : : 70 50 

Ipswich. — From sale of gar den-products, pigs, etc. . : 835 84 

For board of prisoners : : - : : 3876 42 

_ Lawrence. — For board of prisoners. 827 96 

From sale of pigs ($50.40), Barrels; aid: (857. 20), 107 60 

Salem. — For board of United States prisoners . Le 127 41 

poor debtors . : : : : 2 50 

Greenfield. — For use of jailasalockup . ; : , 49 25 

Springfield. —For board of United States prisoners . : 78 94 

ue —For board of prisoners ‘ : : ; 951 04 

Panes — For board of prisoners . 3,501 14 
From sale of barrels and offal (9212. 70), of 

sundry material ($36.48) . . : 249 18 

Dedham. — For board of prisoners . . : 2,176 40 
From sale of cows ($159.25), of manure, etc. 

($78.59) : ; ‘ ‘ - : : 237 84 


y CONDITION OF PRISONS. — SOURCES OF INFORMATION. 


“Tn our visits to the prisons there is ascertained, as nearly as 
ie be, the condition of each as regards cleanliness, the care 
of cells and beds, the extent to which prisoners sentenced to, 
labor are employed, and the general tone and spirit which 
prevail in its management“¢[he punishment-book is exam- 
ined, and such inquiries made as seem necessary to enable 
us to carry out the purpos¢ of the act, and to show the actual . 
condition of the prison.- /We have also addressed to the phy- 
sicians of the various prisons the following letter: ‘In order 
to assist us in making our annual report, etc., will you be 
kind enough to write a few lines relative to the health of the 


5 
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prisoners at , the sanitary condition of the prison, and 
the number of deaths that have occurred during the year 
ending Oct. 1.” A similar request was made to the chap- 
Pee for information relativé to the Sunday services, and 
any other work done for the moral and spiritual well-being of 
the prisoners during the same period. Ae 
The secretary has made his visits during the year to include ae 
, eight Sundays, and from knowledge gained in these is enabled ) 
4-to bear testimony to the faithfulness with which the work of 
_ the chaplains is performed, and the deep interest they mani- 
fest in it. The prisoners quite generally seem to look forward 
with pleasant anticipation to the chapel-exercises. 
The gratuitous services rendered by Christian men and é 
* women in the Sunday schools, and in visiting prisoners for 
“~~ the purpose of reading to and conversing with them, cannot 
_ easily be set forth in detail, but should be mentioned with 
gratitude, It is indeed visiting those in prison in the spirit 
of gentle pity and benevolence, which is breathed and incul- 
cated by the Gospels. 
The singing furnished by manbers of the various choirs, — 
“> in one city by the choirs in regular rotation, —a generous gift 
' of sacred song, is most highly appreciated~Its influence on 
the hearts of those to whom it is contributed cainot be 
weighed or computed; but we desire in their behalf to tender. 
renewed acknowledgments to those who have added so much 
to the uplifting influences of public worship in the prisons. 
The provisions are examined respecting their quality, as 
well as any meal which happens to be served or in prep- 
aration at the time of visit. To avoid repetition, a general 
statement is made of the result of our observation in this 
department, which will be followed by a table of the meals — 
’~ furnished in their order during the week. 
-~The flour is usually of the best grade of common brands. 
Sometimes, though not often, it is found below this. At 
Greenfield, the best in the market is purchased, which is 
thought good economy, there being absolutely no waste. 
The beef is cured by the butcher with a few days’ corning, 
purchase by the barrel being exceptional, while the potatoes 
are, as far as noticed, carefully selected. The coffee or substi- 
tute therefor has been found good of its kind, and is usually 
served with milk. As we reported last year, the supply of 
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vegetables furnished still increases; a wholesome advance. 
This remark applies to Pittsfield and Plymouth. 

At Ipswich, vegetables raised on the county land are fur- 
nished + At Boston House of Gorrection, corn was furnished, 
and set the latter part of the season tomatoes twice a 
week, both articles being raised on the premises. At Fitch- 
burg, “except Tuesday, vegetables are furnished with less 
than a full ration of bread, during the entire season; also, 

~during the fall and winter, apples. And all the produce of 
the farm is used on the place.’ As will be seen by the table, 
apples are also given out at Worcester. Green corn is fur- 
| nished at Cambridge in the season. | 
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PRISONS, BY COUNTIES. 
BARNSTABLE COUNTY. 


Jail and House of Correction at Barnstable. 


Number of rooms . : : For men, 6; for women, 2 


—e 


Keeper and wit a JOSIAH C. ities salary, $300, Heuse and board. 


The visitation of one of the Commissioners to Barnstable, 
Oct. 26, 1878, found the number of prisoners at that time 
to be six (6), 8 males and 8 females, the former occupying a 

“ part of the old timber jail, and the latter under charge and 

' doing work in the keeper's house; the material of the old 
stone building having been used in the construction of the 
new building, which is located in the rear of, and near to, the 
Court House. Said buildings consist of jail and keeper’s 
house, the former having dimensions 35 x 38 feet, 2 stories 
in height exclusive of the basement; which has its floor less 
than 2 feet below the grade of the ground. The basement 
will have 2 bath-rooms and service-closets, and one ‘“ pad- 
ded cell.”” The first story will have six (6) stone cells, and 
also 2 corner cells which are designated for hospital pur- 
poses, being light and airy. The second story has the same 
number of cells, 4 of which are separated from the other 

_ parts of the jail by iron partitions, and intended to be used 
for women. The total cell-accommodation is 17. The size 
of the above-named cells is seven (7) feet x 83 feet, and 
8 feet x 15% feet, respectively, and 8 feet in height. The 
exterior walls are pierced with good-sized windows for the 
proper lighting. Attached to the jail is the keeper's house 
measuring thirty-five (85) feet by thirty-eight (38) feet, 
finished in stories to correspond thereto, and conveniently 
arranged for the officer and his family. Upon inspection of 
the plans there seemed to have been ample and satisfactory 
arrangements and provision for heating and ventilating the 
several buildings; and the construction of the works in prog- 
ress at the date named indicated thoroughness and freedom 
from any excessive useless ornamention, with good honest 
brickwork, but of sufficient character to merit the com- 
mendation of the tax-payers of this county. 

The contract price we understand to be $13,500. 
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BERKSHIRE COUNTY. 


Jail and House of Correction at Pittsfield. 


Number of cells . : 5 ’ ; For men, 95; for women, 24. 


It is expected that on Jan. 1 these last will be vacated, and the women 
occupy new cells to be built in the wing lately used for workshops, thus mak- 
ing the number of cells for men 119. 


Keeper and Master, GrAuAM A. Root, Sheriff; salary, $1,000, house. 

First Officer, L. Scott, commisioned as Deputy Jailer. He 
receives the prisoners, keeps the record of their time, and 
discharges them ; has the care and custody of the mittimuses 
and other papers; keeps the prison-books, and prepares the 
returns required by law. He also keeps, on the part of the 
county, the account with the contractors for the labor of 
the prisoners. Salary, $800. 

Second Officer, Nelson Gardner (10 months 17 days), 
$756.69 and board; William G. Root (1 month 14 days), 
$72.59 and board. 

Third Officer, Same,* $780.46 and board. 

Watchman, Matthias Downs, $609.55; David Tierney, 
$36.74. 

Matron, Miss A. M. Briggs; salary, $300. 

Attendant Physician, A. M. Smith, M.D.; salary, $200. 

A superintendent and 5 overseers, employed and paid by 
the contractors, have charge of the men while at work. 

April 20.— Number of men in the jail, 9; of women, 0. 
Number of men in the house of correction, 90; of women, 7. 
Total, 106. 

The largest number during the year was on several days in 
December, when there were 126 men and 16 women. 

A change has been made (May 1), in the contract for the 
labor of the prison, which went into operation May 1, 1875, 
so as to allow $15 apiece per quarter for all sent into the 
_ shop by the master of the house of correction. This change 
enables him so to dispose of the labor that men who can be 
_ advantageously so employed can be put to farm or other 
work. And it may here be stated that 1,200 bushels of pota- 
toes were raised in 1877. | 

The shop-work done by prisoners is lasting ladies’ and 
misses’ congress, also button, laced, and congress youth, boots ; 


* Since the date of return Mr, Root has become second, and Mr. Downs 
third officer. . 


1879.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 36. 41 


also making heels for same. The bottoming is done in the 
same shops, on pegging-machines run by workmen employed 
by the contractors. 

Number of men at work in the shop at date, 9. Also, 
beside those engaged in the care of the prison, cooking, etc., 
4 are planting. , 

The well-directed industry of this prison is worthy of re- 
mark. If wages were paid commensurate with the value to 
the contractors of the labor performed, this would go far 
toward being a self-supporting prison. 


Comparative Statement of Expenditures kept at the Office of the 
Berkshire-county Jail and House of Correction, at Pittsfield, 
Mass., 1871 to 1877,.inclusive. 


Total ie Average Gross Prison Net psauhade onakaats teh 
in Days. per Day. Expense. Receipts. Expense. AMO i. 

1871 .| 17,692 48 $10,653 53 |$2,527 96 |$8,125 57 $4 17 $3 21 
1872 .|. 28,117 16 12,604 75 | 4,003 16 | 8,601 59 3.13 2 14 
1873 ..| 28,720 78 13,363 73 | 3,478 39 | 9,885 34 3 25 2 40 
1874 .| 27,068 74 13,708 70 | 3,102 48 | 10,606 22 3 54 2 74 
1875 .| 30,302 83 13,409 52 | 1,678 04 | 11,731 48 3 09 2 70 
1876 .| 36,653 100 14,051 01 | 5,916 99 | 8,134 02 2 68 1 55 
1877 .| 40,608 111 14,794 64 | 4,338 31 |10,456 33 2 53 1 80 


Visited July 80 by Mr. Chapin, who was especially 
gratified at the convenience of the new workshop which had 
been occupied about two months, and with the prospective 
increase of accommodations for men consequent on the trans- 
fer of the women to new quarters prepared for them in the 
old workshop wing, thus leaving the vacated old prison for 
women to be utilized for men. The bathing-facilities, which 
have heretofore been one bathing-tub for about 100 men, with 
a scant supply of hot water, have been satisfactorily increased. 
The weekly bath required by law has hitherto been impracti- 
cable. The general care, etc., seemed all that could be de- 
sired. 

Oct. 15. — With a total of 2 more prisoners than at the 
time of the visit in April, the general description of work, 
etc., at that time would be the same. 

6 
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The beds were found in good condition. In the women’s 
wing the vermin have been exterminated, and good progress 
made in this direction in the male department. 

Tibrary.— Necessary rebinding has been done in good 

style. The books are of an unusually interesting kind, are 
“~systematically distributed, and read with interest. 

There is no chaplain; but with a Sunday school are com- 
bined addresses and music. Gentlemen connected with vari-. 
ous churches have for years faithfully and steadily co-oper- 
ated in this good work. The county commissioners appro- 

“priate the amount necessary for the incidental expenses of 
the Sunday school. 


[From A. M. Smiru, M.D., Attendant Physician. ] 


The sanitary condition of our prison is good, cannot well 
be better. We have had no prevailing disease amongst the 
inmates the past year. There have been but two deaths 
during the year. One was from a prostatic abscess which 
was the result of a disease contracted before coming into 
the prison: the other was from an execution (John Ten 
Eyke). Iam of the opinion there is no county in Massa- 
chusetts where every thing is done in the way of sanitary 
measures more promptly than in Berkshire. 


BRISTOL CouUNTY. 
1. Jail and House of Correction at New Bedford. 


Number of cells. ‘ : For men, 108 ;* for women, 42. 
Keeper and Master, Gianies D. Burt; salary, 1,300, house and board. 


Officers and Employés, Oct. 1. 


Turnkey and Clerk, Thomas Nickerson ; salary, $666.12 
and board. 

Officer in Yard, Prison, etc., Daniel: P. Lewis; salary, 
$1,049.25 and house. 

Instructors in Shoe Department, John Valentine, jun. ; 
salary, $1,049.25. Warren W. Sampson; salary, $1,049.25. 

Officer in Shoe Department, Isaac B. Tompkins; salary, 
$1,034.12. 

Night Officers, Frederick A. Davis; salary, 684.22. Charles 
H. Taber; salary, $645. 


* Also in the old jail 15 rooms. 
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Officer and Engineer in Boiler-Room, etc., James E. Carr ; 
salary, $618.61. 

Officer in Shoe Department, William P. Booth; salary, $330. 

Instructors in Shoe Department, Perez S. Dunbar; salary, 
$247.50. George H. Fowler; salary, $248.87. 

Matron Female Department, Caroline Morse; salary, 
$404.50. 

Physician, Charles D. Prescott ; salary, $250 and board. 

Chaplain, Isaac H. Coe; salary, $150. 

May 11.— Number of men in the jail, 7; of women, 1; 
number of men in the house of correction, 142; of women, 
oeme total, LOD. 

Number of punishments in March, 8; in April, 17. 

During the 6 days ending with date, there have been 26 
commitments to the house of correction ; of which 1 was from 
New Bedford, and 25 from Fall River. Without implying 
that there are not other causes for this great disproportion, 
which is not much in excess of that which prevails through 
the year, the comparatively free sale of liquor in the latter 
city doubtless has much to do with it. 

Work.— The labor of the prison is employed by and for 
the county. The shop which has been used for many years 
in basket-making is fitting up for the manufacture of shoes. 
The orders for shoes have been, since Jan. 1, beyond the man- 
ufacturing capacity. The varieties made are brogans, plough 
shoes, and balmorals. ‘There are 48 men at work, and about 
70 sitting idle in the shop. Employed elsewhere, in the kitch- 
en, as alleymen, washing, etc., 15; sick, 8. The women are 
employed in washing, ironing, mending, &c. 

There are greater difficulties in the way of employing un- 
skilled labor in this than in most of the houses of correction ; 
but it would seem that only impossibility should justify so 
marked a failure as is here seen to execute sentences to labor 
imposed by the courts. 

Sept. 5. — Mr. Parsons reported to the commission very 
favorably of the care and administration of this prison, 
which he examined at this date, as well as of the appoint- 
ments of the shops which were complete and in operation. 

Oct. 5.—In the house of correction, 182 men, and 20 
women. ‘Total in the jail, 6. 
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Number of men at work in the shops, 78; employed else- 
where in the prison, 23; unemployed, 31. Total, 182. 

The library is found in good condition. 

Nov. 18. — Visited by Mrs. Ware, and found under excel- 
lent management; but the air impure in the old jail, which is 
insufficiently ventilated. 


[From CHARLES D. Prescott, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 

During the past year the prisoners have been unusually 
free from sickness. I think there has been no case of acute 
disease of more than a week’s duration.. There are several 
inmates who have phthisis. I have no doubt but what the 
régime of the prison has prolonged their lives, and that they 
are under better sanitary conditions than they would be were 
they freemen. The sanitary regulations are well adapted to 
secure immunity from disease, and they are strictly enforced. 
The ventilation is excellent in all the rooms and cells except 


_ those in the old stone building: in this itis poor. While 


Mr. Burt and his assistants attend faithfully and successfully 
to the cleanliness of this building, the air is not pure, nor can 
it be made so by any system of ventilation at their command. 
Each cell has a ventilating opening in the ceiling, but insuf- 
ficient in size and draught. ‘The ceiling in the corridors is 
very low, and they cannot be ventilated except by open win- 
dows. Except the better ventilation of the stone building, I 
cannot suggest any improvement of the present condition of 
the prison. Of the faithfulness of the master and officers in 
the performance of their various sanitary and humane duties, 
it is a pleasure to speak. To their care and watchfulness is 
owing the excellent general health of the men in their 
charge. No deaths have occurred during the year. 


[From Rey. I. H. Cor, Chaplain.] 
Our usual service in the house of correction in this city 
is held sabbath morning from 9 to 10 o’clock, and consists of 


' the usual devotional exercises and a short discourse upon 


—— 


' 


y 
ae 


some topic suited to the wants of the prisoners. We have, 
however, during the past 2 years varied our exercises, and 
had a “sacred concert,” several of the choirs and quartet 
clubs volunteering for those occasions; and I think the 
prisoners enjoy those services better than the sameness that 
too often falls to their lot. Although we have a large share 
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of Catholics among the prisoners, I do not know of a single 
instance since I have been here that there has been an objec- 
tion to attending service. And itis but due to the men to 
say that the best of attention is paid, and perfect quiet and 
4 Tespect shown throughout the service. We have a very 
“T good library, and the men are encouraged to use it, and do 
so to a commendable extent. 

It is my custom to visit the prison as often as convenient, 
and see the men at their work. I often find that a kindly | 
word serves to secure their respect and attention in the pub--* 
lic services. A large proportion of the prisoners are under | 
30 years of age; a number are under 20. Many of our 
citizens manifest their interest in the inmates by attending 
the sabbath service, and frequently taking part in the same. 


2. Jail at Taunton. 


Number of cells . : ; . For men, 56; of rooms for women, 8. 
Keeper, Isaac G. Carrier ; salary . : - $800, house and board. 


Officer, Isaac G. Carrier, jun., who has principal charge of 
the interior of the prison, performing also the duties of 
clerk; salary, $687.75 and board. 

Might Watchman, Edward W. Harlow ; salary, $480 and 
board. 

Engineer, John N. Smith; salary, $755. 

Matron, Anna E. Harlow ; salary, 108 and board. 

Attendant Physician, Nomus Paige, M.D.; salary, $100. 

Chaplain, Rev. 8S. Hopkins Emery; salary, $132. 

There is also employed a man in charge of the cook- 
room, to whom is paid $300 a year and board. 

May 11.—Number of men, 49; of women, 12. Total, 
61. 

N umber of punishments, 3 in March, none in April. 

Special mention should be made of the gentle firmness, 
together with careful attention to the deeile of administra 
tion which secure good discipline, and of the kindly spirit 
which prevails in this jail. 

Those confined here are persons awaiting trial, and, in still 
larger numbers, persons held for non-payment of fines and 
costs, 705 having during the year been committed for non- 
payment. The labor of the prisoners is utilized as far as 
possible in the care of the jail, whitewashing, painting, etc. ; 
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but it is to be regretted that so large a number should be 
without regular employment. 

Oct. 5. — Number of men, 58; of women, 6. Total, 64. 

Punishment in September, 1. 

Library. — No new books have been purchased during the 
year. Seventy-five have been rebound. 

Nov. 5.— Visited by Mrs. Ware, who found the jail in 
excellent order, nice in every way, and without any offensive 
odor. 


[From Nomus Paicr, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 


I am not aware that any death has occurred in the Bristol- 
county Jail during the past year. The average health of 
the inmates of this prison is remarkably good. Venereal 
diseases preponderate, and alcoholism stands next on the list. 
The sanitary condition of the prison is excellent in every 
particular. 


[From Rey. S. Hopkins Emery, Chaplain.] 


With the exception of July and August, religious services 
~ have been held in the chapel every sabbath at 4 P.M. ; beside 
preaching by the chaplain, occasional addresses by Christian 
laymen, and always the best of singing by the different ~* 
choirs of the city. These services have been attended not 
only by the prisoners and the officers and attendants, but 
by many from outside the prison, who are made welcome. 
When desired, visits have been made to the cells, and Bibles, 
4 with other reading-matter, have been freely circulated/ I 
_, have reason to believe the restraint and good influences of 
U the institution have worked a radical change in not a few, 
who have gone out to be better men and women. I could 
cite cases well known to me. 


DUKES COUNTY. 
Jail at Hdgartown. 


Number of cells : : : ; : waste 
Keeper, Francis C. seater: Sherif’; ety : . «$200, house. 


Aug. 23. — Visited by Mr. Parsons, who found the jail in 
proper order, and the building, which is of brick and com- 
pleted in April, 1875, ample for all requirements. There 
were 2 prisoners held for non-payment, etc. | 
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[The following is from Mr. Smiru, dated Oct. 6.] 

Since the last return for the 6 months ending March 31, 
we have had 11 prisoners, 2 of them having been sent to the 
house of correction at New Bedford. Eight of the 11 were 
committed for drunkenness, and discharged by paying fines — 
and costs. We had none remaining Sept. 31. 


Essex CouNtvY. 


1. House of Correction at Ipswich. 


Number of cells . A : : . For men, 84; for women, 34. 
Number of commitments . ‘ , : : ; : . 421 
Average number of prisoners . : : i ; f ee bEL. Se 
Master. — Y. G. Hurp ; salary é : 3 - $1,000, house. 


First Officer, John J. Philbrook. He also has charge of 
the farm-work ; salary, $650 and board. 

Second Officer, John H. Blake, upon whom devolves the 
immediate care of the prisoners and of the interior of the 
prison. Salary, $650 and board. 

Engineer and Steward, 'T. B. Fall; salary, $600 and board. 

T. B. Ross, assistant in the insane-department, receives 
prisoners, keeps the register, and prepares the returns. Over- 
seers, furnished by and at the expense of the contractors, 
have the care of the men while employed in the shops. 

Matron, Caroline P. Trussell; salary, $250 and board. 

Attendant Physician, Y. G. Hurd, M.D.; salary, $100. 

Chaplain, Rev. John Pike, D.D.; salary, $200. 

Organist, Miss Josephine F. Hurd, $50. 

April 11.— Number of men, 90; of women, 12. Total, 
102. | 

The work is done under two contracts which have been in 
operation one year: one for the labor of 21 men at shoemak- 
ing at 15 cents a day; and the other for the balance of the 
labor of the prison, at 10 cents, at making “ pancake” used 
for inner soles and heels. During the farming season part of 
the men are employed on the tillage-land. As a rule, all 
who are sentenced to this house of correction are put to use- 
ful employment. At date, there are at work shoemaking, 
22; making pancake, 382; tailors, 2; in the kitchen and out- 
side, 14; in the prison, 7. Total, 79. 

The beds were found well cared for. 

Sept. 17. — Number of men, 74; of women, 15. Total, 89. 
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Number of punishments in August, 9. 

In the report for the year ending Oct. 1, 1877, the net cost 
per prisoner at Ipswich was given as $2.28 per week. This 
was correct as computed from the returns rendered, and 
the average number of prisoners for the year obtained. 
As, however, many articles furnished to the County House 
are purchased in common for the Receptacle for the Insane 
and the House of Correction, the county commissioners could 
only render approximate estimates. We are happy to present 
the following financial statement and estimate for both insti- 
tutions, prepared by Dr. Hurd. 


Expense of Ipswich House of Correction, and Insane Recepta- 
cle, from Jan. 1, 1877, to Jan. 1, 1878, as cee: From 
statement of County Treasurer for 1877. 


Paid for support of prisoners in House of Correction and 


Insane Receptacle. ; : 4 5 : : $20,654 86 
Received for board of insane . : s< —s . “Obl 846.92 
prisoners : ; - 303 28 
labor of prisoners ; 3 : 1,141 91 
sundry articles sold. ; < 1,060 55 
Total . : : : - 14,352 66 
Balance : 2 : ' $6,302 20 
Add orders allowed, not paid . ° . : 105 71 
Net cost : : ; : $6,407 91 


Considering the Receptacle page ei auetet this net cost 
per prisoner is : — 

Average number prisoners, 105#. 

Cost per week for each prisoner $1.178 (one dollar seven- 
teen cents eight mills). 

The Andon statement is the actual cost to the tax-payers 
_ of the county, and somehow looks quite different from the 
figures in report of commissioners of prisons. 


[From Y. G. Hurp, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 

In reply to your queries as to the sanitary condition of 
this prison, I beg leave to say, that, if the health of the in- 
mates is an indication, it should be called very good. Our 
ventilation I consider good, though not as elaborate as in 
more recently constructed prisons. We have had during the 
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year no case of acute disease or any of the so-called zymotic 
affections. 

Prisoners bring with them the marks of dissipation and 
vice in various forms. But under the influence of regular 
habits, wholesome food, enforced restraint from indulgences 
which inevitably undermine the constitution, they, almost 
without exception, improve while in prison. 

No considerable amount of strictly medical treatment is 
required. 

There are many prisoners who would be glad to be dosing 
with some nostrum, who only need to live reasonably, and 
are better without drugs than with them. Specific diseases 
which come to us of course require and receive appropriate 
treatment. There has been but one death during the year. 
Timothy Horrigan, committed Jan. 1, 1878, for “ drunken- 
ness, second offence,” died Jan. 2, within twenty-four hours 
after reaching the prison, of alcoholism (‘delirium tre- 
mens ”’ 


[From Rev. Joun Pike, D.D., Chaplain. ] 


The chief religious service in the Ipswich House of Correc- 
tion is on the morning of the sabbath, and occupies an hour, 
during which we have several short prayers, 4 musical ser- 
vices, and a sermon, all of which are made to bear as closely 
as possible upon the religious life of the prisoners. The seem- 
ing result is that they have been fastened to the service, not 
simply by the requirements of the officers, but also by an in- 


“wy 


terest in the things which they are called to hear. I do not | 


mean to say that this spirit of interest pervades the whole, but 
that it is far more pervasive than we should at first suppose. 
Sometimes when they have been brought together during the 
week, and allowed to talk with each other, they have con- 
tributed from their several memories what would make out 
tolerably the sermon of the previous sabbath«Occasionally 
there has been one who has felt the force of the service so 
much that the deep feeling in regard to it has been expressed 
to those who have the charge, and a determined purpose 
shown to abandon the sin whose guilt and danger that ser- 
vice proclaimed. 4 Sometimes I have been requested to ex- 
plain to an inquiring mind some passages of Scripture, and 
occasionally to go to the cell where I had reason to hope 
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the new spiritual life was beginning; and have often plead 

with those about to leave us, that they would renew the 

struggle against temptation, and make life henceforth a ser- 

vice for God#& As I have followed them afterward, there 

have been in several cases an entire change of life, an ex- 

_ pression of trust in the Saviour, a determination to balance 

| by good living their previous wastes, and a spirit to connect 

al themselves with reforming organizations and Christian 
\ churches. ; 

I am happy to state that I have been very cordially as- 
sisted by the master and other officers, in all the - arrange- 
ments I have thought it necessary to make, to give the 
convicts religious reading, and that personal conversation 

«and encouragement which may contribute to fasten perma- 
nently upon their minds the great truths to which our chapel 
service calls them. 


2. Jail and House of Correction at Lawrence. 


Number of cells: For men, 56 double and 66* single; for women, 22 
double. 

Keeper and Master, Horatio G. Herrick, Sheriff; salary, $1,000, house. 
First Officer, John P. Bradstreet ; salary, $750 and board. 
Second Officer, Clinton P. Vose; salary, $650 and board. 
Yard Officer, assisting also inside the prison, Charles H. 

Stevens; salary, $600 and board. 

Engineer and Steward, Jeremy B. Wardwell; salary, $900 
and board. 

Night Watchman, David Ambrose ce per week) ; salary, 
$624. 

Matron, Miss Elizabeth Growt (9 months); salary, 

$187.50. Mrs. Laura F. F. Fry (3 months), 62.50. 


Chaplain, Rev. Charles U. Dunning ; salary, $300. 

Physician, George W. Sargent, M.D.; salary, $200. 

Organist, Miss Elizabeth Sayward ; salary, $52. 

A superintendent and 4 instructors, employed and paid 
by the contractor, have charge of the men while at work. 


* Also 6 rooms. 

+ Until her death, Sept. 16. Miss Grow had been connected with the prison 
for nearly 20 years. Considerate of the needs of the women under her charge, 
and always interested in their welfare, her memory is held in tender regard. 
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May 28.— Number of men in the jail, 11; of women, 1. 
Number of men in the house of correction, 135; of women, 
14. Total, 161. | 

The highest total for the preceding 7 months was 203 
on Oct. 31. 

Number of punishments in April, 10. 

Under the contract with Mr. John Pilling of Haverhill, 62 
men are at work in the shop, making ladies’ walking-shoes. 
The instruction given the prisoners is thorough and valuable. 
Eight are engaged in cutting, and do good work. It is grati- 
fying to state that almost no reports for punishment have 
been sent down from the shop during the last 6 months. 

Number of prisoners at work outside, 8; let out to hire, 6; 
in kitchen, 6; otherwise employed, 17. The women are fully 
occupied with washing, making, mending, &c. 

Unremitting efforts are put forth at this house of correc- 
tion, for the constant and profitable employment of the pris- 
oners. 

By the frequent applications of poison, followed by white- 
washing, the cells and beds are rendered substantially free 
from vermin. 

The addition to reading-matter has been by the purchase 
of Harper’s and other magazines, which are highly appre- 
ciated. 

Dec. 10.— Total number, 196; 9 more than at the same 
date last year. (On the 1st and the 2d of November the 
total was 206.) 

Arrangements are made, on the part of the contractor, to 
employ 100 men instead of the 70 contracted for in making 
slippers. 

The flour was found to be of a noticeably poor quality. 
With this important exception, the provisions were good. 


[From GEORGE W. SARGENT, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 


The health of the prisoners at the Lawrence House of 
Correction and Jail is remarkably good. The patients are 
almost invariably those suffering from chronic disease, or 
from excessive use of alcoholic stimulants, and depraved 
habits. 

There has been the past 12 months 1 death only, that of 
an old man who died May 6 of continued fever. For the 
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last 15 years, if my memory is not at fault, we have not aver- — 
aged more than 1 death in 2 years. During this time we 
have had no endemic disease. | 

The past year-we had very little sickness that merits the 
dignity of a name. The sanitary condition of the prison is 
excellent. I hardly know how or where it could be im- 
proved. I enclose statement of deaths and causes of same for 
a term of years. 


Deaths the past Twelve Years. Date of Death. | Cause of Death. 
Amos Prowl. .  . | Feb. 18,1869 .| Delirium tremens. 
George Springer . . | Sept. 27,1869 . | Suicide. 


Carroll Sanborne . SPP ICG ALOT Ete Pistol S00 rae 
Julia O’Brien 4 . | Nov. 4,1872 . | Delirium tremens. 
William Roach . . | May 26,1874 . | Consumption. 

Michael McNulty . . | June 12,1877 . | Hemoptysis. 

William Roland ~ . - | May 6,1878 .| Continued fever. 


[From Rey. CHARLEs U. DunninG, Chaplain.] 


Your note to me, in relation to the moral and spiritual 
improvement of the prisoners in the House of Correction at 
Lawrence, is at hand. 

, The first means of grace enjoyed is a clean and sweet- 
smelling prison:}- Hundreds come here from homes of filth 
and foul atmosphere.4-'They go from us with better views 
of what a home should be, and, we believe, often with a pur- 
pose of cleanly reform in their dwellings. 
‘Se .In every cell is a copy of the Holy Scriptures, which is 
.* tead by many who never knew before what the sacred page 
— contained, and read with acknowledged and observable profit. 
o- Books from a fair library are weekly distributed to the 
prisoners, and are read with pleasure if not with profit. 

On each sabbath at 9 o’clock, under the direction of the 
chaplain, is held a preaching or praise meeting. Following 
this is a Sunday-school service, to which all who choose are 
invited to tarry. The attendance here is about 50. We 
have a faithful corps of intelligent teachers, whose hearts 
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push them out to do their best for those under their care. 
4. Several sound conversions, we have reason to believe, have 
occurred the past year. 

We try to give the prisoners as much of a part in our 
public services as may be, which adds to their interest in the aif 
service. They read responsively the Sunday-school lesson} 
jand, being provided with hymn-books, they join in singing. 

4~ After the public service, it is the habit of the chaplain 
_and teachers to visit the prisoners in their cells, with reli- 
\gious and temperance reading, and to offer counsel and 
prayer to and for those who desire it. 

A few of the city clergymen visit the prison for religious © 
work, but generally when especially invited to do so. 

4 I have often wished I might hold a prayer-meeting in the 

ero which might be penned by such as desired. The 

‘opportunity for such a service has not yet occurred, but may 
ere long. 


3. Jail at Newburyport. 


Number of rooms F : ; : . 3 : RO; 
Keeper, JAMES W. eearee ;* inte : : - $780 and house. 
Assistant, SAMUEL C. Noyes (9 months); salary . . 375 and board. 


April 1, 1878. Number of men, 10; of women, none. 
Of the prisoners, 5 are held for non-payment, etc., 3 on sen- 
tence, and 2 for trial before the Supreme Court. 

Punishments in March (and since December), 1 

It is gratifying to report the scrupulous neatness and clean- 
liness of this prison. The airis kept wholesome by open 
windows and the free deodorization. It is made evident in 
this old jail, that care can overcome the defects of a most ill- 
constructed building. 

Services on Sunday have been sustained during the winter _/ 
through the, efforts of Mrs. Clara Babcock, city missionary, 
the desk having been supplied by the ministers of the city. 
Members of the young Men’s Christian Association have also 
done very acceptable work in this direction. 

Sept. 17. — Total number in prison, 14. 

The reading-matter supplied by the library has been sup- 
plemented by gifts from benevolent persons, of books, maga- 
zines, and *“* Harper’s Weekly.” 


* Deputy-Sheriff James W. Cheney died Sept. 22, having been keeper of 
the jail for 7 years. He was succeeded by Mr. Charles W. Morrill. 
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Oct. 15.— Visited by Miss Loring. The entire lack of 
employment for the men was noticed and regretted. The 
prison was found clean and in good condition. 


4. Jail at Salem. 


Number of rooms : ; : : . For men, 18; for women, 2. 
Keepers, Joun D. Cross, to May 1; salary, $700, house. Grorce E. 

STANIFORD, from May 1; salary, $500, house. 

Officer, Lewis A. Manning, from April 1; salary, $400. 

Night Watchman, James Beaver; salary, $730. 

Attendant Physician, William Nelson, M.D.; salary, $100. 

Chaplain, Rev. Charles E. Barnes, from May 12; salary, 
$84. 

Mr. Cross commenced his services as master of the house 
of correction, and in charge of the insane, in the county 
receptacle at Ipswich, Jan. 3, 1860; from which position he 
came direct to Salem as keeper, Jan. 38,1865. He resigned 
on account of failing health, May 1. He was mentioned in 
a report of the first-named institutions to the Legislature of 
1865, “the humane keeper,” etc.; and kindness of heart was 
a quality which to the close of his public service marked 
his treatment of those who came under his charge. 

Feb. 2. — Number of men, 61; of women, 90. Of this 
number 57 are held for trial, and are to be arraigned at the 
opening of the criminal session of the Superior Court on the 
4th. 

The jail building is to be indicted before the same court, 
the grand jury having, under explicit instructions from 
Judge Brigham, made special examination of the same, and 
found it unfitted by its construction to confine, in the man- 
ner prescribed by the statutes, the number of prisoners the 
keeper is obliged to receive. ‘This, stone stronghold was 
completed in 1813 ; it is admirably calculated to safely keep 
those received within its walls, and but few have escaped ; 
but 2 or more, sometimes 5 or 6, are kept in one room, which 
is most objectionable, and contrary to the intent of the law. 
Considering the difficulties arising from the construction of 
the building, the jail is in good condition. 

Sept. 17.— Number of men, 59; of women, 8. Slips 
have been furnished, and are in use on part of the beds; a 
most important provision for cleanliness. There should be 
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a supply sufficient to cover all the beds, and for frequent 
changes. - 


[From W. Nerson, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 


The health of the prisoners is excellent. Symptoms of 
illness are promptly reported by the officers, and yield read- 
ily to early treatment. Sometimes we have an obstinate case 
of delirium tremens, as in a recent instance where it was the 
sixth attack, and threatened an unfavorable termination, 
which was happily averted. The sanitary condition of the 
prison is good. 

Under the new management the air is sweet and whole- 
some ; and there is an evident desire to keep it so to the full- 
est extent. ‘There has been no death at the prison for more 
than two years. 


[From Rev. CHARLES E. BARNES, Chaplain.] 


Religious services are held in the Salem jail each Sunday 
morning from 9 until 10 o’clock, consisting of singing, prayer, 
and preaching; the singing being mainly carried on by vis- 
itors, some of whom kindly attend for that purpose. ‘The 

4 prisoners who are brought here remain but a short time in 
_ most cases; there being but a few who remain over 3 months, 
.and many who remain only 30 days: consequently I do not 

have much opportunity to learn whether our chapel-services 

leave.a permanent impression for good, or not.“I supply the 

prisoners weekly with reading-matter. I seek opportunities 

of conversing with those who seem to be ready to receive 

friendly counsel, and disposed to try to regain their lost honor. 

4In looking over the jail records I find that intemperance is 
\ by far the most frequent cause of imprisonment. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY. 


Jail and House of Correction at Greenfield. 


Number of cells. , : For men, 24; for women, 8. 

Keeper and Master, Suronteey C. ee Sheriff, to Jan. 2; salary, $175 
and house. Grorae A. KimpaLu, from Jan. 2; salary, $529 and 
house. 


Overseer in Shop, Charles 8S. Barrett (4 months) ; salary, 
B72. 
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April 19.—In the jail, 2; in the house of correction, 6 
(men). 

An agreement had been entered into by the county commis- 
sioners, for chair-seating ; and work was to begin as soon as the 
prisoners belonging to the county and held elsewhere should 
be removed. The work done during the winter was, pointed 
out, and gave proofs of good management on the part of the 
master and of industry on the part of the prisoners, who, it 
was said, had worked cheerfully. Most of them had been 
trusted to out-of-door labor, and no attempt at escape had 
occurred. 

Decided improvements have been made in the prison and 
outside, the principal being the reconstruction of the cellar 
and grading and draining the grounds. There has also been 
thorough scraping of the walls, followed by whitewashing 
and painting. 

Oct. 11.— Number of men in the jail, 6; no women. 
Number of men in the house of correction, 26; 1 woman. 
Tetal, 33: 

The work is seating chairs. The county pays freight and 
trucking, and receives 3 cents each for filling common seats, 
and for others in proportion;— poor pay. Number of men 
at work in the shop, 25; elsewhere employed, 14. The 
prison is in excellent condition; clean, with good beds and 
no vermin. 

A meeting is held in the chapel each Sunday afternoon, 
and it is hoped and expected that regular preaching will be 

established. By the kindness of a lady of Greenfield, the 
chapel is furnished with a cabinet-organ. 


HAMPDEN COUNTY. 


Jail and House of Correction at Springfield. 


Number of cells . . . ; ; For men, 116; for women, 380. 
Keeper and Master, App1son M. Brapuey; salary, $1,500 and house. 
Officer, Charles G. Billings; salary, $600 and board. 
Watchman, Norman W. Moore; salary, $360 and board. 
Steward, Charles P. Morton ; salary, $300 and board. 
Matron, Miss Ella A. Bradley; salary, $200 and board. 
(The prisoners while in the shops are in charge of over- 

seers provided by the contractor.) 
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Attendant Physician, W. B. Miller, M.D.; salary, $150. 

Chaplain, Rev. W. W. Rice, D.D.; salary, $300. 

April 22. — Number of men in the jail, 28; of women, 0. 
Number of men in the house of correction, 104; of women, 
12. Total, 144. 

Number of punishments in March, 12. 

The largest number of prisoners during the last 6 months 
was Noy. 18, — 195; after which there was a decline to 132, 
Feb. 28. 

The work, making slippers, is done under a contract which 
continues in force until May 1. Five cents a day is received 
for each prisoner sent to the shop. 

Number of men in the shop, 105; of women, 7. 

The cell-walls had been scraped of the accumulated coat- 
ings of lime. Especial efforts had been made to exterminate 
vermin, and apparently with good success. 

Oct. 14. —'Total number of prisoners, 184; of whom 18 
were women. During the month of September the lowest 
total of the jail and house of correction was 201, and the 
highest 214. The only accommodations for the male prison- 
ers, other than the 116 cells for men, are a room originally 
designed for a hospital, and another for poor debtors, each 124 
x 15 feet, and an attic-room 14x15 feet. On. the floor of 
each of these rooms there must have been spread 15 or 20 
beds. The commitments were chiefly of vagrants. The need 
of a new jail, and, in view of the unwholesomeness of the 
present site, of another location, is manifest. 

Nov. 26.— Visited by Mr. Chapin, who recommended ~ 
improvement in ventilation through the dome. 


[From W. B. MiuuErR, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 


Oct. T.— We have had but little sickness the past year, 
much less than for years past. Two of the prisoners have 
been pardoned on the ground of “disease of the lungs.” 
I learn that one of thenr died a short time since: the other is 
recovering. 

The sanitary condition is perhaps all that could be ex- 
pected under the circumstances. Our prison has been very 
much over-crowded: the ventilation is very bad indeed, espe- 
cially on the woman’s side of prison. 

9 
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We need a new prison most certainly. There has been but 
one death in prison the past year, of brain-fever. 


[From Rev. Winu1AmM Rick, D.D., Chaplain.] 

We have had at the jail, during the year, preaching in 
the morning at 9 o’clock, and a social service or a sabbath- 

, school in the afternoon. I have also devoted considerable 
*Y time, on the sabbath, to conversation with the gaps es in 
their cells. 

In addition to the moral and religious instruction given in 
these ways, I have secured subscriptions which enable me to 
place upon our list of subscribers of the public library * the 
names of all the prisoners who are interested in reading, thus 

~ giving them access to about 40,000 volumes. They select 
their own reading by catalogue, and I am happy to say that 
their selections will compare favorably with those made by 
our other Steep sa tte the percentage of fiction 
taken at the jail is considerably less than the general average. 

4_ During the winter and spring, the afternoon service was a 
social meeting, in which I was assisted by a considerable num- 
ber of our most intelligent and earnest Christian workers of 
the various churches. The church-choirs also favored us 
with their occasional visits, and added very much to the 
interest of these services by their singing. 

4 I think these services were very profitable, resulting in the 
“thorough reformation, apparently, of many of the convicts. 
_We have now returned to our Sunday-school service in the 
- afternoon. The prisoners are arranged in classes, and receive 

instruction from some of our best teachers. 

+~ The work of instruction during the past year has been 

more successful in results than during any of the preceding 
years of my connection with the prison. 

X I suppose I give you no information when I say that the 
greatest discouragement in this prison-work arises: from the 
difficulty of finding any thing for the prisoners to do when 
discharged“I am persuaded that many of our criminals 
might be thoroughly reformed, if an interest could be awak- 
ened which would result in some provision for their employ- 
ment when their term of service in the prison expires. K 


& 
“t * Of which Dr. Rice is librarian. 
\ 
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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY. 


Jail and House of Correction at Northampton. 


Number of cells . : : For men, 67; for women, 29. 
Keeper and Master, HENRY wv Poserer Sheriff ; salary, $1,000 and house. 


Officer, Robert S. Bridgman ; salary, $600 and board. 

Matron, Mrs. Eliza 8. Longley; salary, $200. 

April 10.— There are 42 men and 1 woman in the house of 
correction ; in the jail, 9 men, of whom 8 are awaiting trial. 

There were no punishments in March. At date, about 
half the men are at work, though there is no organized 
industry. 

Oct. 12.— Number of men in the jail, 9; of women, 2. 
Number of men in the house of correction, 42; of women, 2. 
Total, 55. 

Work in the shop began Sept. 17. Number employed in 
the shop, at harness-making, 80. The work done to date has 
been pronounced highly satisfactory. The new shop building 
is well constructed and convenient, and, with the covered 
way from the prison, is a valuable addition to the property. 


[From Hon. E. A. Epwarps, Chairman County Commissioners. ] 


Nov. 14. — On the 18th day of September we closed a 
contract with Mr. W. H. Wilkinson of Springfield, for the 
labor of our prisoners for the term of 5 years, for the sum of 
$900 per annum, in quarterly payments, reserving 4 men to do 
the necessary work about the prison. Our prisoners had been 
out of employment for a year or more, except such work as 
was necessary to be done about the premises, such as repair- 
ing the buildings, sawing 75 cords of wood, &c., employing 
at times from 6 to 10 men on outside work. 

We sought work for the prisoners for a year or two, but 
the best offer we could get was 5 cents per day. In Septem- 
ber last we advertised for proposals, a copy of which I enclose. 
When the notice left my hands to go to the printer, it con- 
tained a clause reserving the right to reject any or all proposals 
received, which for some unaccountable reason did not appear 
in print. Only one proposal was received, that of Mr. Wilk- 
inson, offering us 10% cents per day for each man employed, 
or $900 per year; and on the latter terms we closed a con- 
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tract, with a reservation as stated. The county is to furnish 
workrooms, and light the same, also storerooms. We have 
had only from 25 to 80 men at work since the contract was 
made, and probably the number will not be increased much 
in time to come. 
CA library is much needed in this eae & 
There is no chaplain. Regular services; however, are sus- 
tained, as in former years, by Christian laymen. 


[From JAMES DunuaApP, M.D.] 
The health of the prisoners has been unusually good during 
the year. No deaths have occurred. No zymotic diseases 
have prevailed, and no protracted disease of any kind. 


MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 
1. Jail and House of Correction at Cambridge. 


Number of cells: in the jail, 72; in the house of correction, 268; also 2 
privilege-rooms, 1 debtors’ room, and 4 hospital-rooms. 
Keeper and Master, CHARLES J. ApAms; salary, $2,000 and house. 

Clerk, Sylvester Harrington; salary, $1,050. 

First Officer, Charles Lang; salary, $660 and house. 

Yard Officer, Charles L. Ramsell; salary, $360. Shop Offi- 
cers, A. A. Davis, salary $660; and Joshua E. Towle, salary 
$360. Assistant in Jail Office, A. C. Averill; salary, $300. 
Steward, Orrin A. Morse; salary, $360. Matrons, Miss 
Sarah Ann Durgin, salary $312; and Miss F. 8S. Baldwin, 
salary $312. Board is added to the salaries of each of the 
above-named officers. 

Attendant Physician, John B. Taylor, M.D.; salary, $400. 

Chaplain, Rev. G. W. Holman; salary, $200. 

May 27.— Number of men in the jail, 53; of women, 3. 
Number of men in the house of correction, 236; of women, 
A2. Totals 304) 

The industry of this prison is, as in former years, brush- 
making. The managing agent for the county, and superin- 
tendent of the work, is Mr. Chester N. Clark, but his name 
or salary does not appear. 

It is unnecessary to speak of the good business manage- 
ment of this house of correction, which is well known. As 
will be seen by the table of net cost, etc., the prison is nearly 
self-supporting. Considering the number of short-sentenced 
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prisoners sent to the shop, much patience must be exercised 
in their instruction. Of the 236 men in the house of correc- 
tion at date, all are at work in the shops or elsewhere, except 
2 who are in solitary and 7 who are unfit for labor. 

Sept. 10.— The cells and beds indicate good care as 
regards cleanliness. 


[From J. B. Taytor, M.D., Attendant Physician. |] 


Yours of the 4th inst. is before me. The health generally 
of the prisoners is good. We have but little acute disease ; 
have had more in the last 6 months than usual, —5 cases of 
jaundice and 2 of typhoid-fever, one ending fatally. One 
other death from disease in the house of correction, and one 
case of suicide in the jail while awaiting trial, comprise the 
whole number of deaths in the institution during the year 
ending Oct. 1. From 5 to 25 wish to consult me daily. 


The services on alternate Sundays, spoken of in the follow- 
ing letter, are those of the Roman Catholic Church, which 
commenced in the summer of 1875. 


[Fron Rev. GrorcE W. Houman, Chaplain.] ; 


In reply to your letter of the 7th inst., I would say that 
divine services have been observed every sabbath morning, 
commencing at 8 o'clock; Rev. H. R. O’Donnell alternating 
with myself in conducting them. And I may here state 
that our relations in this connection have been courteous 
and pleasant. ‘The interest in these services seems to be 

fee and is frequently expressed by the prisoners, while 
several instances of undoubted reformation attest their bene- 
ficial influence, AI have often received grateful acknowledg- 
ment of instruction and counsel, much to my encouragement. 
4. Immediately after the Sunday service a Sunday school is 
conducted in the women’s department, sustained by the 
excellent matrons, and volunteer teachers from the commu- 
nity. 

The Sunday school formerly sustained in the male depart- 
ment has been discontinued; but I have personally visited 
and conversed with prisoners, and sought to enforce the 
great truths of religion, and present motives for reformation. 

I would gratefully acknowledge valuable assistance from 
~Mr. Alonzo Stewart, temperance missionary of this city, who 


; 
- 

5 
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has been indefatigable in visiting prisoners in their cells, fur- 
nishing wholesome reading, and éncouraging them to better 
lives. 

For two years after I assumed the chaplaincy, a Friday 
afternoon service in the woman’s department was sustained 
with encouraging results. This service consisted in singing, 
, Bible-reading, and exhortation ; opportunity also being given 
“the prisoners to speak. 

In consequence of the decrease of prisoners through 
removals to the women’s prison, and for other reasons, it was 
deemed expedient to discontinue them during the summer. 
At this date they have not been resumed. 


2. Jail at Lowell. 
Number of cells j . . For men, 54; of rooms for women, 15. 
Keeper, CHARLES K1IMBALL, Sheriff; salary ; . $800 and house. 

Turnkey and Matron, Isaac B. Pendergast and Mrs. Pen- 
dergast ; joint salary, $800 and board. 

Attendant Physician, Franklin Nickerson, M.D.; salary 
$60. 

Chaplain, Rev. Thomas Haworth ; salary, $104. 

May 28.— Number of men, 89; of women, 12. The 
average for the month of October was 734; that for Novem- 
ber, 682; since which month the numbers have run smaller, 
the average for December being 50, and that for April 483.. 

The management of this jail gives proof of thoughtful 
care and consideration. Discipline is maintained with 
scarcely any resort to punishment, a cell for solitary im- 
prisonment not having been used for the last two yeavrs. 
The necessary labor within the prison is distributed with a 
view to furnishing exercise to the prisoners. More employ- 
ment is desirable. Each prisoner washes his own cell three 
times a week. The women’s wing is well attended to by the 
matron. 

Dec. 10.— Number of men, 26; of women, 12. During 
the October term of court, viz., from Oct. 16 to Nov. 26, 
the daily numbers were large. On the 25th of October there 
were 71 prisoners. 

On a day in October, ladies from the Flower Mission of 
~ Lowell distributed bouquets to the prisoners, an act of kind- 
ness which gave pleasure, and was highly appreciated. 


1879. ] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 36. 63 


[From FRANKLIN NICKERSON, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 


There has been one death only in the Lowell Jail during 
the year ending Oct. 1, and that by suicide in the form 
of throat-cutting.. My services are very seldom required, 
and generally for trivial cases. I have made no sanitary in- 
spection of the prison, but should judge its condition to be 
excellent. On my visits I have always found the air good. 
Cleanliness is quite generally enforced in all matters con- 
nected with the prisoners. The inmates generally go out in 
a much better physical condition than when they entered, 
chiefly because they live more temperately inside than out. 


[From Rev. THomAs HAwortH, Chaplain.] 


I suppose our.religious services are similar to those in the 
other jails. I have been chaplain nearly 11 years, and 
during that time have suggested some departures from our 
usual custom. These have been approved by the’ sheriff, 
who cordially seconds all efforts for the moral and spiritual 
_ well-being of the prisoners. Our Sunday service is in the 
morning. I usually preach on the importance of attending 
to the claims of Christ and his gospel, and other topics bear- 
ing on the same subject. Good attention is given. I have 
!_ invited several laymen to come from time to time, and speak 
to the prisoners, on which occasions we have had interesting 
and profitable meetings.-- A few young men and women who 
are interested for the prisoners come every Sunday to sing, 
without fee or reward other than grateful appreciation on 
the part of those to whom the kind service is rendered,* I 
have seen the tears start from their eyes during the singing, 
and believe they are much benefited-“I have had occasion- 
ally a praise service, which all of them seem to enjoy; and a? 
those who can sing join in. The sheriff allows me $10 7 
annually for religious papers, so that each has a good paper/ f 
every Sunday. There is also a good library.“ On Sunday 
afternoon, also’ during the- week, I visit and converse with 
the prisoners. I hope good will be done, so that the fruit 
may be seen, if not here, at: the Judgment. 
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NANTUCKET. 
Jail and House of Correction. 
Keeper and Master, RowLaAND FOLGER; salary . ; : - $50. 


Aug. 23.— Visited by Mr. Parsons. The prison was found 
in proper order, and adequate to all requirements. ‘There 
4was one prisoner, held for illegally selling liquor. 


NoRFOLK CouUNTY. 
Jail and House of Correction at Dedham. 


Number of cells. ; ; : : ; : 5 : Pee 

Keeper and. Master, Joun W. Tuomas, Sheriff, to Jan. 1; salary, $250 and 
board and house. Rufus C. Wood, Sheriff, to Oct. 1; salary, $750 
and house. 

First Officer, Henry White; salary to Jan. 1, $250 and 
board; to Oct. 1, $900. Second Officer, A.C. Billings; salary 
from Jan. 1, $750. Shop Officer, William W. Worley: salary 
to Jan. 1, $175 and board; from Jan. 1, $675. Watchman, 
Sidney Whittaker: salary to Jan. 1, $150 and board; from 
Jan. 1, $687.50. Matron, Mrs. Emma F. Billings; salary, 
from Jan. 1, $150. Attendant Physician, John W. Chase, 
M.D.; salary, $200. Chaplain, Rev. C. B. Smith; salary, 
$167. 

Jan. 29. — Number of men in the jail, 16; of women, 5. 
Number of men in the house of correction, 118; of women, 
6. Total, 145. 

Of these it is thought that 50, though sentenced for 
various offences, would come under the denomination of 
vagrants. It may here be generally stated, that the number 
in this prison found guilty of grave offences is relatively 
small; also, that the proportion of United-States prisoners is 
_ larger than elsewhere in the State, being sometimes nearly 
one-tenth of the whole. 

Work. —In the place of shoemaking under contract, which 
has been the industry of the prison for many years, piece- 
work in chair-seating was introduced at the beginning of 
the year, on agreement with Mr. Philander Derby of Gard- 
ner. Only common seats are filled, at 4 cents each. The 
men in general learn readily. Those who are found unfit for 
this work are otherwise employed. 
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Number of men at work on chairs, 104; elsewhere in the 
prison, 12. The floors in the halls and basement are being 
thoroughly scraped and scrubbed. 

In the afternoon of Feb. 22, a concert arranged by the 
master was given to the prisoners, by amateurs of Dedham 
and neighboring towns. The music was of a high order; 
and the whole entertainment, as well as the kind spirit mani- 
fested, conferred pleasure and happiness. <A large number 
of citizens of Dedham were present. 

Aug. 20. — Total number, 107. 

The number of punishments in July was 3. 

Seventy men are at work in the shop, and thirteen in and 
about the prison. 

Oct. 24, an official visit was made by Mr. Esty, who 
reported most favorably of the cleanliness of the prison, 
and of the management and administration. 

A statement appeared, Aug. 18, that the beef furnished 
for some weeks had been offensive. Mr. Wood promptly 
replied that on inquiry he found that on two occasions some 
of the pieces had been in bad condition, but that the contract 
provides for beef of good quality, newly corned, and in good 
condition; the rule being to return any found otherwise, 
which was always done when discovered before cooking. 
We know of no other similar public statement in regard to 
any county prison, and have had during the year but a single 
complaint from a prisoner, which was, on being investigated, 
found to be groundless. 


[From Rev. C. B. Smiru, Chaplain. ] 


In answer to your request, I would say that I have been 
acting as chaplain only about 6 months. During that time, 
the services at the jail have been sustained with apparent 
interest and profit.~; The prisoners, with very few exceptions, 
attend the services, and give the most respectful attention. 

+I engaged in this service with hesitancy and distrust, but 
have been most happily disappointed by the perfect order 
and earnest attention of the prisoners. I think it is fair to 
conclude that good will be the result. 
9 
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PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 
Jail and House of Correction at Plymouth. 


Number of cells . ; ; : : ; ; ; For men, 32.* 
Keeper and Master, ALPHEUS K. HARMON; salary, $750, board and house. 


Officer, P. B. Harmon (also engineer) ; salary, $1,200. 

Watchman, Jacob Howland; salary, $800. 

Chaplain, Mr. Edward Hathaway; salary, $75. 

There also stand $182.50 against 2 names under the head 
of extra night watch, and $505.50 against 4 names under 
that of extra watch. 

Feb. 26. — Number of men in the jail, 5; in the house of 
correction, 42. There are no women. As will be perceived, 
there are 47 men to 32 cells. At night the surplus prisoners 
are inconveniently bestowed in the halls. The cells are 
small, 43 x 8, and 8 feet high. ‘The space within the prison 
is altogether insufficient for the wholesome confinement of 
the present number of prisoners. 

May 14.— At the prison, there were issued orders of the 
Commissioners of Prisons for the removal of 7 men to Ded- 
ham, as stated on p. 6. 

Sept. 13. — Whole number of prisoners, 24. Number of 
punishments in August, 2. There are 13 at work in the shop 
making boots and boot-heels. Since July 1, 20 cents a day 
have been paid to the county for fair workmen, and 10 cents 
for green hands. All the men sentenced to labor are em- 
ployed, or accounted for. 

The beds, at the date last named, were pronounced unsat- 
isfactory, both as regarded filling and cleanliness. We were 
happy to be subsequently informed that in October 50 mat- 
tresses were obtained, made to order, and 50 pillows, the fill- 
ing being excelsior; also 50 shps to be drawn over and pro- 
tect tte mattresses. This prison is now, as regards bedding, 
one of the best appointed in the State. 


[From Mr. Epwarp HaTHAway, Chaplain.] 


The Sunday services in this prison are in the usual Con- 
gregational form. ‘This is sometimes varied, but has been 


* One large room in the upper story of the old jail is assigned to women. 
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usually followed since May, 1869, when I became chaplain. 
I trust that good has been done, “IT have been often visited 
by discharged prisoners who thank me for what they have 
heard, pnd promise their endeavors to lead a better life in the 
future $ “also letters expressing similar sentiments.6<Occasion- 
ally I receive from some thoughtful friend magazines, papers, 
&c., which are very acceptable to the prisoners, and relieve 
the dull monotony of prison-life. 


SUFFOLK COUNTY. 


1. Jail on Charles Street, Boston. 


Number of cells. ‘ : ; ; : ; . : 28220." 
Keeper, Joun M. Ciark, Sheriff; salary. . $1,000 and house. 


First Officer, Darius F. Bradley; salary, $1,350 and house. 
Second Officer, John F. Bailey; salary, $1,000. Third 
Officer, George S. Munroe (also Watchman) ; salary, $1,000. 
Steward, George E. Hibbard; salary, $1,000. Gatekeeper 
and Watchman, Douglas B. Brown; salary, $900. Doorkeeper 
and Watchman, John F. Cook; salary, $811.50. Yard Offi- 
cer and Watchman, William H. Symmes; salary, $900. 

Night Watchman, James F. Goodwin; salary, $468. 

Matron, Mrs. Abby L. Chamberlin ; salary, $360. 

There stand also on the return against 4 names, — $125 for 
clerk, and $112 for extra night watchmen. 

The medical care of the jail is the charge of the city 
physician. The spiritual interests of the prisoners are cared 
for by Mr. Rufus W. Cook and Miss S. P. Burnham, employed 
for these and other services by the city, and by benevolent 
volunteer laborers. 

May 16.— Number of men, 128; of women, 25. Held on 
criminal charge, 71 ; on direct sentence to imprisonment, 1T ; 
for non-payment, &c., 40; as witnesses, 7; also, United 
States prisoners, 14 on charge and 2 on sentence. 

This jail has been visited several times during the year, 
and always with the satisfaction of seeing a well-ordered 
prison*” Punishment, which is very infrequent, is, except in 


* Of these, 6 are secluded cells. 
+ Against this and the 5 following names is added, in the returns, “‘ and 
lodging only.” 


i“ 
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extreme cases, in not a dark but a secluded cell, situated, as 
the law requires, ‘in the most retired and solitary part of the 
jail.” Solitude, with a diet of bread and water, is ordinarily 
found sufficient to bring offenders to a better mind. 

In connection with the extension described on p. 10, pro- 
vision has been made for the emptying of the buckets directly 
into the sewer, through an opening at several rods from the 
building in the yard. The buckets will be also cleansed out 
of doors. No sheets are provided for the male prisoners, but 
the slips which enclose the mattresses are kept clean and 
wholesome by frequent washing, as are also the blankets. 


[From JoHn H. McCotiom, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 


In answer to your inquiries, I would state that the health 
of the prisoners in the Suffolk-county Jail during the past 
year has been remarkably good. There have been 3 cases of 
typhoid-fever, 2 of which were treated in the jail, and both 
recovered. The other case, that of a man whose time had 
nearly expired, was sent to the City Hospital, where he 
recovered. One case of scarlet-fever made its appearance in 
a woman 24 hours after her admission ; and, in conformity 
with the law regarding contagious diseases, she was sent to 
the City Hospital. She also recovered, and was sent back to 
the jail after an absence of 2 weeks. A large number of 
cases of delirium tremens and other diseases resulting from 
excessive drinking, have been observed during the past year. 
Contusions, incised wounds, and fractures of the bones of 
the upper extremity, have been treated. Consumption has 
been in a few instances observed. Many cases of venereal 
disease have attracted attention. 

The sanitary condition of the jail has been and is remark- 
ably good. ‘The immunity of the prisoners from typhoid- 
fever and allied diseases is due to the great care paid to 
ventilation and cleanliness. In fact, the hygienic surround- 
ings of the inmates are much superior to those of many poor 
people in our large cities. It is a common occurrence for a 
prisoner, broken down by hard drinking, squalid, filthy, — a 
perfect wreck, — to be discharged, at the expiration of a sen- 
tence of 3 months, so much improved in his physical condition 
as hardly to be recognized by his friends. Insanity, fre- 
quently the result of hard drinking, has been observed in a 
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few instances. These cases have been sent to the Insane 
Asylum as soon as unmistakable symptoms have been 
developed. 


No death has occurred at the institution since April 11, 
1876. 


[From Mr. Rurus R. Coox, Chaplain.) 

Permit me, in reply, to state the required duties of the 
chaplain, which I endeavor faithfully and regularly to per- 
form. The chaplain is required daily to visit the jail, and 
minister to the religious wants and needs of the prisoners, 
and on Sundays more particularly, and to each prisoner per-/ 
sonally ; to supply religious reading, and to advise and aid 
the religious conscience, always regarding the spiritual bene- 
fit to be derived, and without prejudice to the sectarian 
opinions or belief of the prisoners.*The chaplain is also 


_any and all deserving persons arrested for minor offences, or 
first offences of a graver character, where no injury may be 
done to community, and where the individual may be saved 
from prison-life or further personal sin; to visit the homes of 
minors charged with crime, and to oblige all persons bailed 
on probation to report, from time to time, their behavior 
and occupation; to shield and protect the deserving, and to 
jsurrender to the courts those who neglect or fail to keep 
‘their terms of probation; to aid in sending to paternal or 
Tee homes in the country any who desire to give up and 
' forsake vicious life and the temptations of the city. 


and children, under arrest; to aid in placing on probation 
| 


2 House of Correction at South Boston. 


Number of cells. , : f 2 i . For men, 457.' 
(The women are lodged in a notnitary, ) 
Master, M. V. B. Berry; salary . : : - $2,600 and house.? 


Deputy Master, Levi W. Blake; salary, $1,802.16. 
Chaplain, Rev. Joseph H. Clinch, D.D.; salary, $1,757.83.” 
Clerk, Court H. Douglass; salary, $1,151.74.’ 


1 Also 4 rooms available for dormitories. 
2 6 months salary of previous year included. 


et we 


required to visit the municipal court and the city lock-up’, 

under the Court House daily, for the express purpose of / 
eae into the moral condition of prisoners, men, women, 

Cc 
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Receiving Officer, William A. Child; salary, $500. 

Shop Officers, Robert 8. Norris, salary $500; Orlando H. 
Lake, salary $500; Frank P. Watson, salary $500; Frank O. 
Drayton, salary $465.18; Eugene T. Douglass, salary $500; 
George A. Patterson, salary $66.33 ; Leonard Derrick, salary 
$152.40. . 

Relief Officer, Orah T. Snow; salary, $500. 

Yard Officers, Frank E. Dunlap, salary $500; Warren 
Jackson, salary $500. 

Prison Officers, Horatio G. Dickey, salary $458.34; Hiram 
Leathers, salary $500. 

Hospital Officer, James E. Hinckley; salary, $500. 

Kitchen Officer, Edward G. Bunker; salary; $500. 

Officers, Frederic Brown, salary $478.84; Frederic W. 
Mason, salary $403.55; Edgar Milbury, salary $406.35 ; John 
I’. Temple, salary $160.75. 

Cutters, A. R. Perkins, salary $1,000; Edwin Ts Cushing, 
salary $827.09. 

Engineer, Gaius P. Farnsworth; salary, $900. 

Messenger, Walter F. Holtur; salary, $500. 

Gardener, Patrick Dacey; salary, $450. 

Baker, John McKenna; salary, $350. 

Gateman, William H. Jones; salary, $300. 

Against the names of 9 watchmen stands a total of $949.17. 

Matrons, Miss Jennie E. Taggart, salary $208.93; Miss 
Susan M. Wadsworth, salary $293.90; Mrs. Ann Kingham, 
salary $263.97; Miss Cora C. McBrian, salary $172.19; Miss 
Ella F. Wheelock, salary $1613.50; Miss Mary A. Phillips, 
salary $181.55; Miss Celestia C. Fisher, salary $112.33 ; with 
4 other names against which stands a total of $167.09. 

=" Organist, J. H. K. Downes; salary, $200. 

~<« 4 Vocalists; salary, $385. 

_. There also stands against 4 names, for services as officers, 
$68.90. 

It is supposed that the prison-officers proper receive their 
board at the prison. 

May 17.— Number of men, 570; of women, 44. Total, 
614. This total is larger than ever before at the correspond- 
ing date. Since Oct. 1 the largest number of male prisoners 
was 593, Feb. 15; the largest total 639, March 15. ; 

Number of punishments in April, 53; number of persons 
who received the punishments, 43. 
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Work. — The only contract is with Mr. Jason Wentworth 
for the labor, at making slippers, of 40 men, for whom 43 
cents each per day is received. The other industry is sew- 
ing by the piece. Prisoners engaged in sewing on machines, 
and finishing, including 13 instructors and 9 cutters, 322; 
making slippers, 27; doing prison-work, 27; in the garden, 
11; yard, 16; cooking, 9; in hospital, 20; hospital-nurses, 4. 

For the unemployed, we learn through correspondence 
with the chairman of the committee on contracts, every 
effort is being put forth to secure work. 

The systematic division of labor among the officers of this 
prison promotes efficiency of administration, of which we are 
happy to speak in high terms. 

The daily reports made from the house of correction to 
the office of the Board of Directors of Public Institutions 
are as follows: Names and numbers of prisoners, with 
abstract of each mittimus; names and dates of discharges, 
with the weight of each when admitted and when dis- 
charged ; punishments, with dates when confinement ceases ; 
names, diseases, and condition of the sick. There is, besides, 
a semi-monthly report of the punishments; also of the deaths 
for the same period. A weekly report gives a copy of the 
register for that time, &c.; also the number of men em- 
ployed in each branch of industry, the sick during the 
week, and a summary of numbers. 

Sept. 12. — All the men able to work are employed. 


[From Cuement A, WALKER, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 


_ There were sick and under treatment in the hospital, 
Sept. 80, 1877, 11 persons, as follows: With consump- 
tion, 4; insanity, 2; diarrhoea, 3; syphilis, 1; and opium- 
eating, 1. There have since been admitted 271 cases of 
disease. The principal of these were: Consumption, 48; 
diarrhoea, 21; debility, 14; abscess, 17; alcoholism, includ- 
ing delirium tremens, 16; insanity, 11; venereal, 13; rheu- 
matism, 9; colds, 8; hemorrhage, 8; dysentery, 8; indiges- 
tion, 7; epilepsy, 7; malingerers, 7; pharyngitis, 7; pneumo- 
nia, 6; ophthalmia, 6; pleurisy, 4; tape-worm, 4; for observa- 
tion, 11; strictures, 3; piles, 4; fistulas, 8; sprains, 4; heart- 
disease, 3; and several other diseases, with 1 and 2 each. | 
The above does not include those who come daily, at the 
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“surgeon’s call,” and who are thoroughly examined and fully 
advised, if not prescribed for, each day. These number, 
during the year, 3,979, or nearly an average of 11 each day. 
Nor does it include those who are treated as out-patients, 
and those who are visited daily “in solitary,” of which no 
account is made in this connection. 

Of the 282 under hospital treatment during the year 
ending Sept. 80, 1878, there have much improved, 248; died, 
8; been pardoned by governor and council, 6; transferred 
to lunatic-hospitals, 5; transferred to Women’s Prison, 3; 
at this date there remain in hospital, 12. 

The deaths, 8 in number, were from consumption, 6; 
pneumonia, 1; and valvular disease of the heart, 1. Those 
pardoned by the governor and council were 6 in number, 
and all very sick, apparently hopelessly, with consumption. 
There remained under treatment in hospital, on the 380th 
day, of September, 1878, 12 persons; of whoin were sick 
with consumption, 4; abscess, 2; rheumatism, iritis, heart- 
disease, diarrhoea, and stricture, 1 each; and 1 was a malin- 
gerer. 

The general health of the prisoners has been markedly 
good, as a glance at the above statistics and observations will 
suffice to show. ‘The principal diseases are those connected 
with the respiratory and digestive organs. ‘The deaths were 
all caused by disease of the lungs. It is found, on careful 
inquiry, that, in nearly every case of consumption, a strong 
inherited tendency to the disease lies at the bottom of the 
mischief. Added to this, is the untoward influence of bad 
ventilation, in an old building like this, and the mental 
depression that generally accompanies every form of enforced 
imprisonment, and especially that for crime. ‘The cheerful- 
ness and buoyant hopefulness, so characteristic of consump- 
tion under ordinary circumstances, here fail to obtain; but 
despondency and homesickness hover about the sick-bed, 
and increase the burden that is already too heavy to be borne. 

Under such surroundings, the mortality from this disease 
is surprisingly small. That it is so, is due, in a very great 
degree, to the wise and humane liberality and intelligent 
interest of President Samuel Little, of the Board of Directors, 
and of the master, who furnish liberally whatever of food 
and stimulants, and good nursing and watchful care, is 
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deemed desirable for the welfare and comfort of the sick. In 
these respects, I do not think it too much to say that this 
hospital stands unsurpassed, if it be equalled, by any other 
. prison- hospital in the country. The mortality during the 
past year has been greater than the average. There have 
been three births during the year, one of which was still- 
born. About the usual number of vaccinations, or rather 
of re-vaccinations, have been made. 

Sunday Services. — There is, as during the past three years, 
the full service of the Roman Catholic Church each Sunday 
morning, and services by the chaplain in the afternoon. 
Option to attend either or both is given to the prisoners. 


[From Rey. Jos. H. Ciincu, D.D., Chaplain.] 


Oct. 9.—I am just recovering from a severe illness, and 
can therefore only say that no change has occurred the past | 
year, either in the religious services or library arrangements — 
of the House of Correction. If I were to write a long let- 
ter, I could say no more than that every thing seems to be 
working harmoniously and satisfactorily. 


WORCESTER COUNTY. 


1. Jail and House of Correction at Fitchburg. 
Number of cells : : : ; . For men, 77; for women, 4. 
Keeper and Master, BENJAMIN D. DwWINELL; salary, $1,400 aud house. 

Officer, C. E. F. Hayward ; salary, $847. 

Overseer in Workshop, B. F. Marble; salary, $939. 

Steward, D. H. Sweeney; salary, $832. 

Watchman, F. E. Benjamin; salary, $739.50. 

Farmer, Olin Holman; salary, $410.64. 

Attendant Physician, George Jewett, M.D.; salary, $150. 

Chaplain, Rev. C. R. Harding; salary, $260. 

There also stand against names of farmer, officer, watch- 
man, and servant, the sum of $353.83. 

June 3. — 7 men in the jail, and 80 in the house of correc- 
tion. No women in the prison. The largest number on any 
day in December was 96; in January, 101; in February, 97 ; 
March, 86; April, 80; in May, 108. May 28, 40 were held 
as vagrants. 

Chair-seating is still the industry of the prison, at 3 cents 
for filling common seats, 4 for dining, 5 for office, &e. There 

11 
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is profitable work done also on the farm. Number at work 
in the shop, 53; elsewhere employed, including 8 painters 
and 2 carpenters, 20. 

Oct. 19. — Total of prisoners, 68. Number of punishments 
in September, 5. All the men sentenced to labor are em- 
ployed, including 31 in the shop and 7 on the farm. 

The crop for the year is 15 tons of hay, 400 bushels of 
potatoes, 3 acres of rye estimated at 100 bushels, 120 bushels 
of sweet corn, 3,000 head of cabbage, 15 bushels of onions, | | 
50 barrels of apples, beside beets, turnips, parsnips, and 
tomatoes. The care bestowed on details, and the general 
management and administration of this prison, are highly 
satisfactory. 


[From GrorGE Jewett, M.D., Attendant Physician.] 


The health of the inmates of the house of correction dur- 
ing the year has been very good. ‘Two cases have been par- "a 
doned on account of continued illness: one a case of pulmo- 
nary consumption, in which life was drawing near to a close; 
the other, a case of continued epileptic convulsions. There 
has been one death, a tramp,” sentenced for 4 months for 
vagrancy; he had chronic disease of the heart. This is the 
only death in 8 years, during which time I have been attend- 
ant physician. The sanitary condition of the prison is un- 
exceptionable, there being an abundance of pure air, good 
light, and absolute cleanliness: these with wholesome food 
well cooked, and good discipline, combine to make the Fitch- 
burg House of Correction a model penal institution. 


[From Rey. C. R. HArpinG, Chaplain.] 


Your letter of inquiry is at hand. There has been: one 
religious service in the chapel of the prison every sabbath 
during the year4-The prisoners have been very attentive, 
and I hope have received good that will be abiding.4-Special 
effort has been made by active temperance men on two occa- 

é~sions: on the first over 30 signed the pledge, and on the 
\ other over 50. The different city choirs have been in to 
\ enliven our meetings. | There has been one funeral-service 
\held in the chapel: the inmates all attended, and seemed 
thoughtfully impressed. “There is a good library in the 
prison, and many of the inmates are attentive readers. 
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They are also furnished with a variety of newspapers from 
time to time. 


2. Jail and House of Correction at Worcester. 


Number of cells ' une ’ For men, 194.* 
Keeper and Master, A. B. R. Sinaia Sherif’; anlbatys $1,000 and howat 


First Officer, A. F. Earle; salary, $1,000. 

Second Officer, E. Wilson; salary, $1,000. 

Overseer, Joel H. Prouty; salary, $1,000. 

Steward, 5. 5S. Sprague; salary, $945. 

Instructor in the Shop, J. A. McGaffey ; salary, $840. 

Watchman, H. B. Streeter; salary, $000. 

Engineer, Uriel T. Blake; salary, $720. 

Matron, Miss M.\E. Goodwin; salary, $400. 

Attendant Physician, Rufus Woodward, M.D.; salary, $200. 

Chaplain, Rev. W. T. Sleeper; salary, $237.50. 

There are also in the return names with services and 
amounts as follows: watchman, $58.50; instructor in shop, 
$445; matron, $10; porter, $360; choir, $185; seamstress 
and laundress, $94. 

April 22.— Number of men in the jail, 18; of women, 1. 
Number of men in the house of correction, 148; of women, 
See OtdL. 2h 2: 

Number of punishments: in January, 12; in February, 12; 
in March, 29. The average for last January was 201 against 
184 for that of 1877; that for February, 194 against 183; 
and that for March, 221 against 178. 

Oct. 16. — Total in jail and house of correction, 191. 

The work is the same as in previous years, —seating chairs 
at 24 cents for common seats, and so up. Number at work in 
the shop, 95. ‘There are also 10 digging and. hod-carrying at 
the court-house in process of construction, 12 engaged in 
prison-work, and 8 in the kitchen and boiler-house. 

The high character of this prison under the present régime, 
for cleanliness, scrupulous care-taking, and orderly and sys- 
tematic methods of administration, has been trequently testi- 
fied to by official visitors. It is fully sustained. 


* The number has been increased during the year. A change was made in 
the female department, the former sewing-room being made the dormitory for 
the reduced number of female prisoners, thus making 21 cells, half of the 
north wing, available for men. 
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T'wo men were in solitary at the time of our visit. It was 
found that both of them were handcuffed. In’ answer to 
inquiry of the officer, if men are usually handcuffed when 
placed in solitary, it was stated that most of them are. 

In our report for the year 1875, under the head of “ un- 
authorized punishment” there was presented correspondence 
which closed with the following letter from the keeper and 
master, dated Nov. 2, 1875: ‘+I have modified the long- 
established custom of sending prisoners handcuffed to solitary 
confinement for violation of prison rules, &¢., so that here- 
after the course heretofore pursued will be the exception and 
not the general rule.” 

While, in case of violence or resistance on the part of a 
prisoner, any means which can be shown to be necessary to 
enforce subordination may be employed, the only punishment 
authorized by law for the violation of prison rules, &e., is 
unquestionably solitary confinement with a diet of bread and 
water. We feel therefore again compelled to report an ex- 
cess of legal authority in the punishments of this prison. 


[From Rurus Woopwarp, M.D., Attendant Physician. ] 


During the year ending Oct. 1, the sanitary condition of 
the house of correction and jail at Worcester has been in all 
respects good. No severe disease has prevailed, nor has any 
epidemic visited us, during that time. ‘The health of the 
prisoners has been uniformly good, their sicknesses for the 


most part being light and temporary. Delirium tremens, | 


which in years past was the scourge of the institution, may 
now be said, virtually, to be banished from our list. By an 
improved course of diet and regimen we are rendered com- 
paratively free from stomach and bowel complaints; and 
since the new prison, with steam heat and better ventilation, 
has been opened, colds, coughs, and rheumatism have mate- 
rially diminished. 

Ido not know why the health of our inmates, about 200 
in number, will not compare very favorably with that of the 
same number of working men and women in the community 
at large. There has been no death in the prison for the last 
year. 


-—_ * LOD ss 
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[From Rev. W. T. SLEEPER, Chaplain. ] 


I hold a religious service each sabbath at 4 o’clock P.M., 

in the chapel.».All the prisoners are expected to attend. 

The service is brief, consisting of reading the Scriptures, 

_ prayer, singing by a quartet, and a brief gospel sermon. 

“— All listen to the sermon very attentively “Whenever any 
request religious conversation, I call to see them.”There 

have been several very interesting cases of a change of life 

for the better*“~The Scriptures ure furnished the prisoners, 
which are often read with profit, also religious books and 


papers. 


The labors of the chaplain continue as described in his | 
letter. Since Sept. 21 there has also been on each alternate /, 
Sunday the full service of the Roman Catholic Church by 
Rev. Dennis Scannell of St. Ann’s Church, assisted by the 
choir of the same church. 


HovusE oF INDUSTRY. 
Superintendent c : : % : : Guy C. UNpERWOOD. 


Oct. 1, 1877, there were 822 prisoners. The summaries 
show that there have been 5,977 commitments during the 
year, against 6,505 in 1877. 

The average number for the year was 682.89. The aver- 
age for 1877 was 750.69. 

Number remaining Oct. 1: men, 435; women, 158. Total, 
593. | 

The report of the Board of Directors of Public Institutions 
of the City of Boston, for the financial year ending April 30, 
p- 49, &c., gives a complete summary, under the various 
heads, of the offences for which all persons received during 
that year were committed. Out of the total of 6,579, drunk- 
enness was the offence of which 4,987 were found guilty. 

“A common appropriation being made for the House of 
Industry, House of Reformation, Almshouses at Deer and _ 
Rainsford Islands, and the almshouse at Charlestown District, 
to obtain the amount expended for the House of Industry, a 
proportion of the whole is made according to the average 
number of inmates in each of the above-named institutions.” 
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Annual Return of the Expenditures for the House of Industry in 
the County of Suffolk. 


| 1877. 18738. 7 


Salitids local bak Coe Ut ia. os. uv ce ao ecb SUC eae 


Provisions . : : : ‘ : : 33,220 45 25,059 82 
Clothing. : ‘ : : : 8,671 20 10,872 54 
Beds and bedding * . : : - ~ 
Medicine and medical supplies : : 1,227 09 1,026 91 
Fuel and light. ; ; : : : 4,523 51 4,521 79 
Instruction “of prisoners : i ‘ —t = 
Reading matter (including stationel ak: : -t 620 48 
Allowed to discharged prisoners . : : -§ - 
Sums expended for all other purposes . ; 18,229 85 11,691 58 


Total amount expended : t . | $71,876 89 $64,625 19 


Amount received for labor of prisoners . 428 71 4,057 619 

o -¢ from other sources . d -| 7,488 58 
Balance against the prison . : : . | $71,448 18 | $53,129. 00 
Number of volumes in the prison library. . 1,980 1,980 


Number of persons committed for non-pay- ) 


5,308 5,043 
ment of fines and costs 

Number of persons who paid fines and costs, 750 674 
Amount received for fines and costs. : $7,302 20 $6,584 56 
Average number of prisoners ; : : 750.69 682.89 
Average weekly cost . ; : : 4 $1 83 $1 31 


The amount received from other sources was ‘‘ from sale of farm prod- 
ucts, junk, &c.”’ 
‘¢ Subdivision of amount expended for all other purposes: — 


Repairs and alterations . , , . . : i, , $0,460 1222 
Agricultural department . : ; : : : ‘ 2,194 80 
Furniture and utensils . : j ‘ : : 3 1, 262253 
Soap and soap stock . : . : : : é : 878 37 
Water rates : ; ; : : RNP 4 ; 11722 
Miscellaneous . : RPP eIAG, , ; : : ; 877. 44. 
Total>: : : : : ‘ ; ; : . $11,691 58” 


* Included in clothing. 

t The services of the chaplain, Rev. J. W. Dadmun, are rendered to all the Deer-Island 
institutions. 

t} Generous donations are made of books, papers, pamphlets, &c. 

§ Miss Burnham, who accompanies discharged female prisoners on their return to the 
city, is authorized, at her discretion, to furnish them with clothing suited to respectable 
homes. 

|| This item was not called for last year. 

T Mainly for stone-cutting. 


s 
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EXPENSES OF THE COMMISSION. 


Salary of the Secretary : : : : $2,000 00 
Travelling expenses . : : : ‘ 70 89 
/ ——_—— $2,070 89 
Travelling expenses of the Commissioners 
and Advisory Board : : : : 423 30 
Printing. : ‘ : : : 155 78 
Postage . : : : : c : 32 44 
Paper é 4 : : ; 8 80 
Telegram, express, and messenger. oak: 11 30 
Blank-books, pencils, &c. ; t 6 73 
Stationery . : : . : : : 24 60 
239 65 
Clerical assistance. ; : ; ‘ 750 00 
Incidentals . : ; : : : ; 4 25 
754 25 
Office furniture . d : : , ; 79 75 
79 75 
$3,567 84 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. The removal of prisoners from one house.of correc- 
tion to another has proved advantageous in securing a better 
classification of prisoners, in more suitably placing some 
whom it has been necessary to transfer, and in relieving 
prisons crowded unwholesomely. It is evident that by this 
instrumentality the room in the various prisons may be the 
better utilized. The cost of board is paid by the counties -! 
from which prisoners are removed, and is various in different 
counties. We recommend that a fair and proper rate, the 
labor of the prisoners being taken into the account, be ascer- 
tained, and fixed by statute. 

2. In order that the best possible pecuniary results may be 
obtained for prison labor, aud at the same time the advan- 
tages secured which accrue from free and open competition, 
we suggest the propriety of legislation providing that no con- 
tract be entered into for the disposition of prison labor, except 
after advertising for proposals; the length of notice and the 
extent of publication (which last should be both local and in 
the centre in which the kind of labor offered is most widely 
employed) to be prescribed. 

8. By chap. 147 of the Acts of 1877, the office of over- 
seers of houses of correction was abolished, the duties previ- 
ously devolving on such boards being transferred to county 


80 PRISON COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. — [Jan. 


commissioners. There was well-founded’ objection’ to the 
division of authority and responsibility in the provision, on 
the one hand, which authorized the commissioners to employ 
the prisoners, and in that which empowered the overseers to 
make contracts for the labor of the prison. There are, how- 
ever, other duties, for the performance of which a local board 
of officers who can be conveniently reached would seem 
necessary. One is to see that the rules and regulations of 
the institution are strictly observed; another, to pass on 
cases Which arise under the provision, chap. 178, sect. 17, for 

“-the discharge of prisoners sentenced for certain minor of- 
fences, when it appears that they are willing and desirous to 
return to an orderly course of life; and a,third to facilitate 
obedience to the following requirement 2No master of a 
house of correction shall confine in solitary imprisonment 
any convict for more than three days at one time, without 
informing the sheriff or overseers thereof and the reasons 
therefor.” Of the houses of correction, 7 are under the 
charge of sheriffs as masters, and county commissioners reside 
in various parts of the county. The fulfilment of the law, 
according to its evident intent and purpose is, therefore, in 
many Gases impracticable. 

4. The difficulty of finding work for unskilled laborers 
within \the walls of the prisons has been alluded to in this 
report.” The advantage of agricultural labor for this class of 
prisoners is highly esteemed.| Under the Ivish or progressive 
system, the last stage of the prison life is on a farm: >It may 
be added, that, so far as tried in our own houses of correction, 
this is found to be more profitable in results than shop-labor. 
There is provision in the statutes for letting out to hire such 
prisoners as ‘it may be deemed safe to do so, ‘and, since 
1859, to employ prisoners on the public lands belonging to _ 
the county. To prevent or remove possible obstruction to 
this wholesome employment of prisoners, which should be in 
every practicable way encouraged, we suggest the addition 
to the words, above quoted, ‘or on lands leased or hired by 
the county. P~And we would again express the hope that 
district. workhéuses may become part of a system in which 

é+—the weak may be separated from the more hardened, and 

" under mild discipline, and employment suited to their condi- 

tion, as well as by protracted compulsory abstinence, be 
restored to a better mode of life. 
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5. Sect. 47 of chap. 178 of the General Statutes provides 

for a deduction for good conduct from the whole term of sen- 

(_tence as follows: from a term of less than 8 years, 1 day ; 

_ from a term of 8 years and less than 7. years, 2 days, &c. 

We suggest, as an encouragement to industry, an additional 
deduction for marked attention to labor. 


The Commissioners, in the best interest of the Common- 
wealth, again call your careful attention to the facts and 
recommendations embraced in their report under special 

. resolve, and as found in Senate Document No. 4, A.D. 1877, 
‘In Relation to the Division of the Commonwealth into 
Prison Districts.” 

In order that. the annual report of this Board may contain 
a full and complete account of all the criminals serving out 
sentences in the Commonwealth, we most respectfully recom- 
mend such changes in present law as may enable our execu- 
tive officer to receive the returns from the State Prison for 
men at Concord in the same manner as from other penal insti- 
tutions. 

In closing this their Eighth Annual Report, the Commis- 
sioners would most respectfully refer for your careful con- 
sideration the suggestions and recommendations as noted in 
their report of the Reformatory Prison for Women at Sher- 
born, which report has been duly transmitted to his Excel- 
lency the Governor, in accordance with the provision of the 
Act of 1874, establishing said prison. 


Respectfully submitted, 


THOMAS PARSONS, 

ALEXOR ESLY, 
. CHARLES O. CHAPIN, 
THOS. D. HOWARD, Skxc’y. » Commissioners. 

MARY G. WARE, 

ABBY R. LORING, 

PAULINE A. DURANT, 

/ Advisory Board. 

Dec. 31, 1878. / 


TEN DX" 


Doings of the Commissioners 
Prison Property . : 
Table of Approximate Raion 
Additional Values ; 
STATISTICS OF COUNTY SLA ae 
Number and Classification of Prisons . 
Number of Prisoners at Certain Dates . 
Causes for the Increase assigned : 
Classification according to Birthplace and Netionalite 
Prisoners held for Drunkenness 
Offences: Boston House of Correction . 
Occupation or Trade 
Expenses, &c., in Gross . 
Expenditures in Detail 
. Average Number of Prisoners for ae ears Cost: ening! eae of 


the Various Prisons . 5 P é ; : . 

Labor Receipts considered . ‘ . 

Expenditures in Detail continued; Details ores of Suis ex- 
pended for all other Purposes”’ . “ 


‘* Amounts received from other See 46 Details ronueredt 
CONDITION OF PRISONS 
Diet Table : 
PRISONS BY COUNTIES: — 
Barnstable County . 
Berkshire County . : : 3 : : 
Bristol County. A ‘ : ‘ ; ; ; : : 
County of Dukes County. ‘ ; : : ; ; ; 
Essex County . 
Franklin County . : ; : : 
Hampden County . ; A : : 
Hampshire County . : 
Middlesex County . ; = - ° : ; : 
Nantucket County . ; i ; : : : ‘ 
Norfolk County : : : : ° 
Plymouth County . : : : ; ‘ ; 
Suffolk County nee 4" Dedede REN Lea Be 
Worcester County . ; : ; ; 
House of Industry . : ; A : ; . ; : : 
Expenses of the Commission . ; A 
Recommendations . “i ; 5 ‘ : 4 . : : 


Sh ante >, foes. on 


ae Te 


” 


aor Rei 


